

OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 


3 March 1945 


Miss Grace Tully 
The White House 

Dear Miss Tully: 

The enclosed memorandum, containing Intelligence 
transmitted by the OSS representative in Bern, will 
probably be of interest to the President. Will you 
kindly see that it reaches his desk? Thank you. 

Sincerely yours, 


a, 


CUA i. vT. 

Charles S. Cheston 
Acting Director 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 



WASHINGTON. D. C. 

3 March 1945 



MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

The following information, obtained from a well-placed 
and trustworthy source, has been transmitted by the OSS represen¬ 
tative in Bern: , 

A special meeting of high German officials was held at 
the Reichskanzlei in Berlin on 20 February which lasted until 
early morning, at which Hitler appears to have opposed the evac¬ 
uation of Berlin. All previous evacuation plans prepared in the 
Ministries have been cancelled and the Reichssicherheitshauptamt . 
which already had been partially moved to the west, has returned 
to Berlin. 

Hitler'8 plan is to create a Stalingrad in reverse by 
counter-attack against the Soviets when they reach the northern 
suburbs of Berlin. He expects that this counterblow will meet 
with great success. Wehrmacht leaders oppose the idea on the 
grounds that there are insufficient German troops to keep the 
Soviets out of Berlin once the Oder Line has been breached. 
Moreover, they do not expect the Soviets to attack Berlin di¬ 
rectly, but instead to by-pass it by a southward drive toward 
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the industrial areas of Saxony. German military leaders consider 
that, once the Soviets reach the Elbe River, further resistance 
will be impossible. Those German Generals who do not regard 
capitulation as the only possibility, feel that a counter-attack 
must be delivered in the present Oder triangle, if any military 
success is to be achieved. 

CS**. S-- ~ 

Charles S. Cheston 

Acting Director 
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WASHINGTON. D. C. 




5 Harch 1945 77 



Miss Grac0 Tully 
The White House 
aasaington, i). C. 

Hear Grace: 

I think the attached memorandum 
will be of interest to the President. Will 
you please see that it reaches his desk. 
Thank you. 

sincere 3y, 


ft i lli am J. Donovan* 
Director 


Attachment 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


M6-21-I 


5 March 1945 

Iiliss Grace Tully 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Hear Grace: 

I think the attached memorandum 

will be of interest to the President. Will 

you please see that it reaches his desk. 

Thank you. 


n 


ft Letter 


bincerely, 





William J. Honovan 
Director 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 


March 8,1945 



MEMORANDUM FCR MISS TUIXY 
The White House 



Bio Department recommends that an oral acknowledge¬ 
ment from the President to Bial Regent Pradit be made 
through the Office of Strategic Services which main¬ 
tains communications with Bangkok. An oral acknowledge¬ 
ment avoids the danger of written documents falling 
into the hands of the Japanese* 


May I suggest that you request General Donovan 


V^C_ transmit the acknowledgement orally by one of his 
agents who might say to the Regenti 

"The cigarette case was greatly admired 
by the President who appreciated the friendly 
spirit which prompted you to give it to him." 



George T. Summerlin 
Chief of Protocol 



Enclosures: 

To Miss Tully from 
General Donovan 
to the President from 
General Donovan with 
Cigarette Case. 
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WASHINGTON. D. C. 
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ibuskrii 

momam tor t m msiDva ** »«■ , 

CA 1 Vr i-ti 

f&K ■ “Ann -- 

The gold cigarette case which was presented to y&Sr' 
recently, and which was a gift from the King's Regent of Thai 
land, was brought to this country by an Cbi> officer. The cir 
cumstances under woioh the case was received were as follows: 


larly in the morning of 26 January 1945» two 
OsS officers were infiltrated into Thailand by sea¬ 
plane. after a rendezvous with the Free Thai under¬ 
ground movement in the Gulf of Siam, these officers 
were escorted by tne underground directly to Bangkok. 

while in Bangkok, the OSS officers had frequent 
meetings with high officials in the present govern¬ 
ment who are prime factors in the underground move- 
cent. These officials included not only Admiral 
Luang Sangwan, the leader of the Thai la litary 
Police, and Lt. Col. Sam Rueng, a member of the 
Thai General Staff, but also His ^cellency, Luang 
Pradit, Ijhe King's Regent, who is considered the 
most powerful person in the present Thai govern- 


1 x »73 


ment. 


Luang Pradit requested one of the 06a repre¬ 
sentatives to return to the United states as soon 
as possible in order to infora our 6tate Department 
of his sympathies with the cause of the United Nations. 
In addition, he asked this officer to present to The 
President of the United 6tetes the gold cigarette 
case. This gift has especial significance because 
of the affixed Royal 6iamese Crown and the inscribed 
Royal 6iamese initials. In making this gift, the 
Regent stated that he wished this present to be con¬ 
veyed as a mark of his esteem for the United 6tates 
and for The President. 

0 

The 066 officer complied with the Regent's re- 

a 

quest, rle is presently in Washington and is expected 
to leave the country enroute to Bangkok on or about 
'j i.iarch 1^45- 

iiilliam J. Donovan 
Director 


iauw ", 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 



24. February 134.5 


Mi33 Grace Tully 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Grace: 

I should aupreoiate it very auch if you would 
see that the enclosed cigarette case reaches the 
President. It is a gift froa Luang Pradit who is 
Kegent to the Xing of Thailand. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 


'Enclosure 


V/illiaa J. Donovan 
Director 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 



24 February 1345 


tfjSMORAHDOM FOR 7XF, PKIBIDBfT 

I am enclosing herewith a cigarette case whioh 
Luang Pradit, Regent to the King of Thailand, has 
asked ua to forward to you. This gift was delivered 
by Pradit to an CX>3 representative who was recently 
in Bangkok and has just returned to this country. 

.lilliam J. Donovan 
Director 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 


6 iiarch 1945 


Uiss Grace Tully 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Grace: 

I believe the President will 
find of interest the attached menorandum. 
Will you kindly see that it reaches his 
desk. 

Thank you. 


Sincerely, , 

. 

willian J. Jonovan 
jirector 


Attachnent 
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6 March 1945 



?UR THIS W&imtt 

In view of the recent instances in 
which official classified material has been 
made public, you may be interested in con¬ 
sidering as a model for action at a later 
time the attached declaration which the Bri¬ 
tish use when they terminate the engagement 
of employees who have had access to official 
classified material. 



lilliam J. Donovan 
Director 
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B j Authority of_ 
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Declaration on Termination of engagement. 


My attention ha. been drawn to the provides. of .action 2 (1), (la), (2) 

^*** mi -* 1K0 - ^ 

•nd I understand the effect of throe Melton. I 


OFFICIAL SECRTIS ACTS. IM1 «d 1«0 
I 1| ,„ t ; | ( | ) “ "»y P* r *>*' b.etaf la hie pesroroton or control any eecret 
opcode word, or p^. word, or any sketch. plan. model, article, note 

» » *, ” * *■ * Pr ohlhiud Piece ce 

been entrusted in confidence to him 

^ **“ ^ or Which he hro obtained or to which he has 

ft* S c *- ow to < > » hle t P0«Ooo aa a pereon who Soldi or ha. held office under 
SSJ^SSu. **? h *. M ‘ «*>*•« -e* on behdf ol Hu M.jeety or a. a 
5^ dfc. oTJSjji rmpi ° y ’ d UM " * - ho ” hro held 


(e) 


communicate, the code word. pro. word, sketch, plan, model, article 
t ^ l omMUon “> “F pr~*. other than a perron to 
whom he U euthorued to communicate it. or a perron to whom It U In 
the Intereet of the State hie duty to communicate It or 


<“> »>»• information la hU 


State. 

(t) retain, the .ketch. plan, model, article, note, or document In hi. 

T, to ? ,T,J wh * n *>• bro no right to retain It or when It U 
controrv to hla duty to retain It or fall, to ccenply with .II direction. 

Uwful • uU *« rt, y wllh ™«"»f to the return or dlaporol 

(r) falls to take reroooable care of. or ro conduct, hmueif a. to endanger 

Sr' * I * eU ' nou< 


It. 

_ for the benefit of any foreign 
STSato or“ y m “ n " P " ,ud ‘"* 1 to or Interrou of 


that perron shall be guilty of a 

model ?Sel “ S P !™° C ha ? n ‘ “ ^ P«~on or control any .ketch. plan, 
moan, article, note, document, or Information which relate* to munition, of 
wro. communicate, it directly^ Indirectly to any foreign power, or la any 

S5d 10 ■ My »‘ nur ”* j « *» «>-« 


or *JS “ n> 5T n irr 4v " jfv**™* «?*• • f— *™d. 

or •k*tch. plan, model, article, note, document, or information, knowing, or 
i to believe, at the time when he receive. It. that the 
“• model, article, note, document, or 

gulltv of . -.-i_ W con , r ,v ". ,l °n of thi. Act. he dial! be 

*u«ty 0* a misdemeanour. unlea he Drove, that the communication to him of 



aUoT^ro^U^tot' , llS“- -rtlfW< dOCUm ' n, ‘ * 

? 2, £g ET&fti und " *■ ° ff,d “ 


Imprlaonment. with or without hard labour, for a term not exceeding two year., 
or, on conviction under the Summary Jurtedictton Acta, to impnaonment with 

r «b^r xhn * m ° n,h ’ ° r ,o * fin ' n °« 


I understand that the above clause. of the Official Secret. Act. 1911 and 
1920 cover abo article, published In the prero and In book form, and 1 
undertake not to divulge any cfficial Information gained by me aa a result of 
my employment, either In the pres, c* in book form 


Sl{ruifur 


Address 


(for future communications I 


Witness 


Date 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 


6 March 1945 


Miss Grace Tully 
The White House 

Dear Grace: 

I am enclosing the latest radiotelephone 
message from our representative in Berne, which I 
believe the President will find interesting. Will 
you kindly see that it reaches his desk? Thank you. 

Sincerely yours, 



William J. Donovan 
Director 


Enclosure. 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 


6 March 1945 


f 


^7 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

I think you will be Interested In the 
enclosed radiotelephone report from the OSS Berne 
representative, which concerns alleged plans of 
the Germans to establish a maquls or a redult. 


William J. Donovan 
Director 


Enclosure. 
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But. whan It cane-.. to preparing beforehand for tha eva<n»\on f or WA4* tod 
Strasbourg, they fallad dismally to think ahaad or tins or taka ©ran normal 
precautions• 

„ fbjtod*. In their present situation In the West. Bast. Worth- and 
South. t)iey have neither the supplies, the transport or the nan to spare 
any great effort to fortiTy and stock a vast Inner fortress. And. from the 
praotloal angle, the talk of building In the mountains great new under¬ 
ground fdotorlee Is nonsense. It would take years. There are some tunnels. 
a ?“ *^1°^ llAn#a ' ■ 0B “ quarries, and tha like, which can be used or 
adapted, fut new construction on a great scale during recant months has 
been out of tha question. 

D ? t M 1 • u ««wwted above, that we will not have 

to fight the Nasls Into mountain retreats. It Is likely that wa will have 
to do so. Nature Itself, without such preparation, as tha Italian oam- 
palgn has shown, may make the eolng slow, diffloult. and oostly. I do not 
believe, however, that months of elaborate preparation have been devoted 
to fortifying, arming, and stocking a great Oerman radult. Kuoh In the 
way of supplies and man-power nay possibly be flung Into this area at the 
last moment, unless our armies oan out off tha Nasi- retreat. 

In oonnaotlon with tha Oerman maquls. It Is Interesting to note that 
i« 6r ! “f e l y op " ln « ■IBM that not all the leading Nasls a?# reconciled 
t0 i?? a f ln fw ln « th f* for lest-ditch resistance. There may well oome a 
split in the Nail ranks before the end, and. If thi. go.. dJep 
thora night be only a relatively small number who would seek tha maquls. 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 

7 March 1945 



Miss Grace Tully 
The White House 

Dear Grace: 

I believe the President will be interested 
in the enclosed message from our London representa¬ 
tive. Will you kindly see that it reaches his desk? 
Thank you. 

Sincerely yours, 

William J. Donovan 
Director 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 
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7 March 1945 aM 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

The following information has been obtained by the OSS 
representative in London from a source close to General Anders, 
the Commander-in-Chief of the Polish armed forces: 

Source declares that General Kopanski, the Polish Chief 
of Staff, recently called on Field Marshal Sir Alan Brooke, to ask 
what action Britain plans to take regarding the Polish armed for¬ 
ces, in the light of the Crimea decisions. Kopanski cited the*, 
oath taken by Polish troops pledging loyalty and obedience to 
President Raczkiewicz and the constitutional government of Po¬ 
land, and said that in view of this oath he had no suggestions. 

He added: "It is up to Britain to untangle the mess into which 
she has dragged the Polish Army." 

According to source. General Anders and Prime Minister 
Churchill recently had a two-and-a-quarter-hour conference, the 
first half of which was stormy, and the last half given over to 
pleasant sraall-talk. The interview apparently convinced Churchill 

of the futility of trying to influence the Polish High Command. 

DE?lAf$TFTT 
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Source declares also that the Polish forces will not accept raer 
cenary status under Britain and that Anders will continue the 
policies of General Sosnkowski. 


William J. Donovan 
Director 


diclass rriFD 

By Autr.c ' *.y cf. QJ 3 - 

_W7W> 








THIS DOCUMENT IS THE BEST 
AVAILABLE. EVERY TECHNICAL 
EFFORT HAS BEEN TAKEN TO 
INSURE LEGIBILITY. 


DISTRIBUTION 


DECLASSIFIED 
By Authority o 


... «. * interesting scries of artloloe 

concluded In the Oaiotto de inu 
WUhplm ficopko, a loading antl-flisl CorESh-pu 1 
h *o boon livin’ in Gonevm for sone yoara. I g 
alrwtab an hla oonolualona. 

J*>{ inning of euonwry.) Thor© la no < 


of Prussian v, ' ;. r _ 

will bo o military, political, 
t>io world boe rarely aoen. The Ocrm 

w»loh oonnot be deecrlbod In worda. 
honeat end profound analyala of the 
turn a now pc’© in history. r 
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Bitting t hem. But to the villages, and own to the oitlea, life will 
ocnttoue to Boat el—artery form* The smeller the units, the greater 
tho obanoe that a government of order oan be eat up. 

Per a on a known to the to ooaaiiltlea aa having capacity and totog-,,. 
rlty must take to hand tho looal administration. Demagogues will not have 
Mich obanoe to Interfere to the a Ball looal units or regions, (taoe acoounta 
are regulated with the Baal Party, and oooe the efforts of agitator* 
have been stifled, anarchy in Oeraany la Boat unlikely, unless we give 
the of anarchy to that spontaneous deoentrallaat ion which seems In¬ 
evitable* 

This spontaneous deoentrallaat ton which la to be expeoted after 
the defoet of Rati Oeraany will man If eat Itself with ell the more foroe 
because of the dealro to ttt-n away fro* the oenter, namely, ftmaato, 
which will be deemed a symbol of all that la to be rejeoted. 

If the victorious powsra desire a development along these lino a, C\X 
they shftniii let looal oat tars take the to natural o our a a with only en¬ 
couragement and advice, tending towards t»*e establishment of a democratic 
and liberal polltioal life to each region, the Allies wUl do waU to 
build up the looal and rational groune and to oooparate with then. giving • 
them the tesk of per##cttog the looal organisations. While we believe 
that the Oerwana, In a stupor, will be reedy to listen to any honest 
analysis of the oausea of the defeat, this Bust be given to thea, and 
it must be given to thea qulokly. and Germans alone are really qualified & 
to db it. The Germans must learn the terrible truth ebout the atrooltlea 
perpetrated to the name of Oeraany, and they adst hear this froa Oeraana. 

Finally, tho success of any policy to really solve the German 
problem require# that this policy be guided by oold loglo end not by 
sentiments of hatred or vengeance, (aid of Sianery.) 


The views presented above by Roepke, es regard# the necessity of 
building up Oormany from the bottom, correspond to those which 1 have 
frequently suggested. Ctao can find the basis for a new polltioal life to 
Oeraany to the stall oomeunltles and then froa there build on a ooaplstely 
federal is ©d basis. Centralization to Oeraany for the next few year#, 
under and after the military occupation of Oeraany, should be of a teoh- 
nloal and non-political chart at or, and even this administration should be 
moved away froo Berlin aa soon as possible, Berlin reoalls Prussia and 
B laser ok and Hitler end oentral last ton and dictation. It is a pity to 
honor Berlin by making it the oentor of the Allied administration, and 
It Is yat possible that the siege of Berlin plus the boob togs will so 
oonmleto its doatruotton as to force us to take the wlae political measure 
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of establishing the oontrml military authority for Oermany elsewhere. 

If Oemn polltloal llfo revive* the looal communities and than 
around the Oerman pre-Bismarck states* the eastern and veetarn front lore 
of Oeraaxqr will assume lose importance* and eventually something more 
healthy sight develop than anything seen In Oersany slnoe Blsaarok* 

(fa one point of hie article* Z fear that Roepks say be too opt ha- 
let Lo* Z as not oonfldanfe that* lsnedLately after the oollapaa* the 
Oarsana will be In the mood to 11aten to anything* Until they have 
something to put Into their stomachs* and until they have roof a over 
their heads* there le little ohanoe of Retting any kind of nomal human 
reaotlon or of finding an audience to lie tan to reason. Z do agree* 
however* that the atory of shat has happened to Oersaxgr and what Oersany 
has perpetrated on the world in the way of atrooltlee saiat be told In the 
first Instance to the Oersane by Oemana* and not by foreigner a. Z also 
agree that* if the spirit of vengeance, natural and lustiflad as It la* 
becomes the controlling faotor In determining the settlement* the peaoe 
will never be of an everlasting nature* 


AUSTRIA 

Z have Just bean talking with some very late arrivals from Vienna, 
dome of the Allied bombing there In the heart of the old city which has 
largely destroyed the Rathaus and the University* among other monuments* 
has caused a very unfortunate reaotlon. These buildings* aooordlng to mj 
Informant* ware far removed from any Military objective* and the moral 
effect on the population* Vhloh has been turning more and more antl-Nasl* 
was certainly detrimental to*what wa want to achieve* Ih view of the turn 
eventa are taking In Austria* with a growing resistance movement more and 
sore in evidence* it would sees wise to taka special precautions ovar the 
next few weeks to see that our bombing is conoantrated on dearly defined 
military objectives In Austria* 


BKUSSITIIC ._ 

tf Author !'-7 <•!_ - 

_- 

n__.se—- HQJL2 6»73 







OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 

8 March 1945 


Miss Grace Tully 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Grace: 

I believe the attached report on Political 
Trends in Bulgaria will be of interest to The Presi¬ 
dent. I shall appreciate it if you will see that it 
is called to his attention. 


Sincerely, 

ftid 

Willian J. Donovan 
Director 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 

8 March 1945 W 



MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 


The following report embodies the personal conclusions of 
an observer who was in Bulgaria during the period from September 
to December 1944. 


POLITICAL TRENDS IN BULGARIA 

The "Bulgarian Workers Party" (Communist) seeks to increase 
its power and to hold it against all efforts on the part of other 
political forces. They have so far been successful, partly because 
of the direct or indirect support of the Soviet Government, the 
presence of Soviet troops on Bulgarian territory, superior party 
organization and tactics, and thorough advance preparation by 
party leaders in.the country ana in Moscow. 

This observer says that Bulgarian rank and file Communists 
state openly that they seek to obtain absolute party rule and make 
Bulgaria an independent Bulgarian Soviet Republic or a part of the 
Soviet Union. 

.here appears to be little or no attempt to make the peasants 
accept Communist doctrine. By the masses, it is said that tney 
refer to the workers of the cities. 


This observer ..states that apparently the Bulgarian Communists 
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want their power to be based on arms, fear, and the holdine of 
Key positions rather than on popular support. 

According to this observer, Eulgaria now has about 3,500 
regular officers. Of these about 500 are Communist Party men 
appointed as assistant commanders after 9 September. Another 650 
are partisan chiefs who have been given regular commissions rang¬ 
ing from lieutenants to major generals. Some 200 regular officers 
with pro-Communist or strongly pro-Russian leanings have survived 
the fascist regime. This makes a total of 1,350 Communist officers. 

It is said that the Chief of Staff, General hinov, tne Assist¬ 
ant Commander-in-Chief, General Aosovski, the Assistant Minister 
of War, Blagoi Ivanov, the Chief of Intelligence, Colonel Vranchev, 
end the heads of four of six departments in the Ministry of War 
are all alleged to be Communists. 

It is claimed by this observer that association with American 
and British officers is considered against the national interest. 


An air force captain and a lieutenant who accompanied an American 


officer on a social call have been threatened with court martial 
for espionage. 

Regarding Russian control and political influence, this observer 
reports the following. Opponents of the Communists are frequently 
heard to disclose that, if it were not for the Russian Amy in 
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Eulgaria, they could deal with the Communists. They say that 
though in general the troops quartered in the country do not 
participate in or interfere with political life, their presence 
gives the Communists a solid backing. The Agrarians claim that 
any armed rising against "Communist terror" would be put down by 
the Russians, and that the Russians would stand by if the Commun¬ 
ists on their own took over the government. 

A few Russian city comnandants have actually taken sides in 
preventing the Agrarians from holding political rallies. The most 
widely discussed instance occurred on or about 10 December in 
fCarlovo, when the local commandant prevented one of the Agrarian 
cabinet ministers from speaking. He is quoted as saying: "Fhat 
is an Agrarian Minister?" Russian officers, members of the Party, 
often brag about making Bulgaria a Soviet "Gubernia" (province) 
when they are in their cups, but the Bulgarians do not put much 
stock in these claims. They are more disturbed by statements 
that the Russian troops are in “ulgariu to stay. Evidence on this 
Question is not conclusive. 

There are garrisons of up to 2000 or 3030 Russian second line 
and service troops in most of the Bulgarian toms over 20,000, and 
in areas near Sofia, and in North?estern Bulgaria they have taken 
over whole vill^r-es. Some toms which formerly had garrisons, as 
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for instance Turgovl * ‘rave been evacuated. The situation is 

more definite in oliven and Stars Zagora, There the Russians nave 
set up training camps for young soldiers and taken over all public 
buildings. Ihe Russian explanation to local people was that there 
were no towns left in Russia that had facilities for training 
soldiers. 

In the Northwestern corner of Eulraria entire divisions with 
battle equipment end air force support are reported. These troops 
are apparently intended for use in Hungary, and many were brought 
to the Vidin area from Eastern Bulgaria. 

'ion-army Russian political control is more easily recogniz¬ 
able. The Communists freely admit their directives come from 
Mowcow via Georgi Dimitrov, and members of the executive committee 
of the Communist Party, notably the triumvirate mentioned above, 
have been seen frequently visiting Lavrishchev, the Russian Politi¬ 
cal Representative. Communists who hold posts in the government 
arc extremely careful not to be seen with Russians. There are 
reports that Moscow is not content with the Communist leadership, 
and since the beginning of December has checked carefully every 
communist mov®. Some extreme and some right wing Communists are 
said to have been "liquidated." 

Control of movement for foreigners is extremely severe. They 
may not move outsiae a radius of five miles from Sofia without a 
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special-pass-and a Russian liaison officer. Photostats of all 

mail of foreigners are inspected by Colonel Yasenenko of the 

Russian Liaison Department. 

Bulgarians travel freely, though the taking over of large 
numbers of passenger cars by the Russians has made travel very 
difficult. The Russians do not check identity cards except 
those of drivers of vehicles traveling from one tom to another. 

The Russians apparently work very well with the militia, 
and a fairly reliable source states that a large group of III CVT 
personnel is expected to arrive in Bulgaria in January to train 
and assist the militia. It is said that the personnel will re¬ 
main after the bulk of the Russian troops have left. 

For an as yet undisclosed reason the Russians have asked 
the Bulgarian authorities to make for them rosters of the Turkish 
population in Bulgaria, and to censor the internal and foreign 
flail of the Turks. 

V'inter camps for Russian troops are said to have been con¬ 
structed by the Bulgarians along the Danube near Svishtov and 
Drehovo, and one Russian officer in that area is reported as 
saying that some 2,000,300 Russian troops will spend the winter 
in Southeastern Europe. A winter rest cans has be^n set up at 
the resort town of Hissar north of Plovdiv. 

Russian economic control in Bulgaria is not very estensive. 
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Since the initial wave of plundering in September, requisitions 
have been made through the Ministerial Council. Buying for export 
to Russia so far has been negligible. German goods bound for 
Turkey that were found by the Russians were confiscated. In Ruse, 
for instance, they took 11,650 kg. of paints belonging to a 
Turkish firm, and in Svishtov they took 7,9^6 kg. of refrigerator 
parts. 

The observer finally concludes that the consensus of Bulgarians 
interviewed is that the non-Communists in Bulgaria could not cope 
with the Communist threat to "democratic freedom" alone, and that 
only if Great Britain and America bring pressure on Russia will 
there be a real representative democratic regime. Those who believe 
that America has no interest in Bulgaria say that there is nothing 
left for the Bulgarians but to become wholehearted Communists and 
show complete submission to Coviet Russia, in the hope of retaining 
an independent political life. 

William J. Donovan 
Director 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 


8 March 1945 


Miss Grace Tully 
The White House 

Dear Grace: 

The enclosed memorandum, containing intel¬ 
ligence transmitted by the OSS representative in Bern, 
will probably be of interest to the President. Will 
you kindly see that it reaches his desk? Thank you. 

Sincerely yours, 

William J. Donovan 
Director 


Enclosure. 
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WASHINGTON. D. C. 

8 March 1945 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

AUH j i ^ 

The following information, transmitted by the 0JS8 Wp»* 
resentative in Bern, is a sequel to memoranda dated 9 and 26 
February: 


Obergruppenfuehrer and General der Waffen SS Karl 
Wolff, the Higher SS and Police Leader in Italy, and a German 
High Command representative presumably from General Kesselring's 
staff, arrived in Lugano, Switzerland on the morning of 8 March. 
They are allegedly prepared to make definite commitments in re¬ 
gard to terminating German resistance in North Italy. 

The .OSS representative in Bern believes that, if Wolff 
is really working with Kesselring, the two Generals might effect 
an unconditional surrender. Absolute secrecy is essential to a 
successful surrender, and the OSS representative is ready to ar¬ 
range with complete secrecy for the entry into Switzerland in 
civilian clothes of fully authorized representatives of the Su¬ 
preme Allied Mediterranean Command. 

It is not clear whether this move is separate from the 
Neurath negotiations ./described in the memoranda of 9 and 26 
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February/, but the OJB representative in Bern believes they will 
merge in so far as the North Italian situation is concerned. 
Wolff is accompanied by Standartenfuhrer Jollman, who has in the 
past claimed that he represented Kesselring, Kahn, Wolff, and 
riarster. Dollman and his aide, Zimnern, had made indirect con¬ 
tact with the OoiS representative on 2 March, and promised to re¬ 
turn on 6 March with credentials end definite proposals. On the 
earlier date the suggestion was made to Jollman that he bring 
with him an important Italian partisan leader as evidence of his 
good faith and ability to act. .oilman has reportedly brought 
along Ferruccio Parri, chief of the North Italian Patriots Uni¬ 
fied Command. 

The above information has been given to AJHft by our 
Caserta representative. 


iiillian J. Jonovan 
Jirector 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 


3 March 1945 


Miss "race Tully 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Grace: 

I believe the President will be 
interested in the attached report. Will you 
kindly see that it reaches his desk. 

Thank you. 


Sincerely, 

yf/V 

Williaa J. Donovan 
Director 


Attachment 




The following is a report on the food situation in 
Florence as of ^ January 1945: 

The conclusions of this report are based on interviews 
with Un City of Florence officials concerned with supply 
problems, with supply officers of AiT, 5th Army, members of 
PVffl Florence, with the Mayor of the city, the rector of the 
University, one of the three secretaries of the Confederation 
of Labor, the leaders of the three so-called mass parties, 
the chief Italian liaison officer at 02, 5th Army, the ex¬ 
commissar of the SSPRAL, and private citizens. There is 
unanimity among all persons interviewed that the situation 
is grave, perhaps as grave as any encountered in Italy with 
the exception of Naples and certain spots in Sicily just after 
liberation. 

The Province of Florence with its predominantly urban 
copulation has always been on a food import basis. Its normal 
sources of food are partly to the East (Forli area), partly 



North in areas still in the battle zone or German occupied, 
partly towards the sea. Its dependence on territory south 
of Florence has been snail. At present few supplies are 
coning in fron the North for obvious reasons. There is 
difficulty in obtaining aipplies from the western area. 

Flooding and destruction have caused food shortages in those 
very areas mioh in their turn have a substantial urban popula¬ 
tion (Pisa, Lucca, Pistoia, Livorno, Prato). South of Florence 
the Rome market competes for available supplies and apparently 
there is a tendency to supply Rome to the disadvantage of 
Florence. 

The liberation of Florence was ocoompanied by the complete 
disappearance of all food stocks. With the bridges over the 

i $ 

Arno destroyed, great difficulty was experienced in the early 
period in supplying the city. This period has left its mark 
on a population whose health situation had been deteriorating 
for a considerable time. 

Since its liberation in mid-August i.e., for almost 

five months, the city has been 100 percent dependent on road 
transport. Thus all grain and household fuel has to be 
trucked fron Siena and Grosseto, all imported supplies from 
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Liborno, all fuel for hospitals and institutions from the 


Val d'Arno region, etc. 

Shortage of transport facilities, accentuated since the 
advent of winter weather by bad roed conditions and through¬ 
out the period by the prohibition of civilian traffic to the 
north has restricted the quantity of food and fuel brought 
into the city. 

fhe use of Italian connercial vehicles encounters two 
main difficulties. First, since the fixed rates are considered 
too low by the truok owners, there is a strong tendency to 
avoid hauling goods for distribution. 

Health conditions have ueteriorateu seriously and are 
not likely to improve. The death rate has been on the increase 
and while epidemic diseases have been decreasing, the death 
rate from these has risen aharply. Tuberculosis, particularly 
among children, is on the increase, a fact which is not un¬ 
related to the practice of reguisitioning hospitals and 
sanitariums for Allied use. According to Allied medical 
testimony not only are there many cases of specific deficiency 
diseases, but cases of actual starvation are to be found in 
the area. The shortage of fuel anu electric power and the 


consequent inability to 


provide warm living quarters and 
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food has rendered the shortage of calories even more serious. 

?he announcement made by President Roosevelt in Rovenber 
that the 300 gram ration woula be extended to the whole of 
liberated Italy has continued to be uppermost in the minds 
of the peonle. A high local labor union offioial stated 
that the increase in the ration constituted a standard item 
in any resolution nassed by any assembly of workers. 

rhere is general agreement that poor as conditions are 
in the city, they will in all probability not lead to dis¬ 
orders. If there is danger of unrest, it can be said with 
confidence that it would come despite the endeavor of the 
political parties in the Comtittee of Rational Liberation to 
keep the population from expressing its undoubted discontent 
in violent forms. In political Italian circles it was pointed 
out, however, that the Fascists are still strongly organized 
in the city and that they ere reedy to exploit any incident 
for their own purposes. Any improvement in food conditions 
would take the wind out of the sails of the Fascist agents and 
would greatly enhance the prestige of both the Allied govern¬ 
ment and those forces among the Italiens who are most ready 
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to help in preserving order. Whatever danger of rioting 
and disorder exists would probably be removed by the 
granting of the J)0 gram ration. 


William J. Donovan 
Director 
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» OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 



9 March 1945 


iass Grace Pully 
The White House 
Y/ashington, D. C. 

Dear Grace: 

I believe the President will be interested 
in the attached report. Will you kindly see that 
it reaches his desk. 

Thank you. 


Sincerely, 





William J. Donovan 
Director 
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MEMORANDUM FOR TJZ PRESIDHTT 


T believe that you nay be interested in the following 
infornation with respect to the food problem in Eindhoven. 

I*he Problem . 

A statement of the food supply and distribution problem 
in liberated Netherlands cannot be reduced to a generaliza¬ 
tion. The extent of need and the degree of deterioration 
of living standards vary from area to area, from village to 
village. Regardless of these differences, it is generally 
true that food supply avai lable to the public is lower than at 
any time during 'lerman occupation. In Eindhoven the situation 
is really serious. 

The problem ha3 several aspects. First and foremost is 
transport shortage. Although some vegetables, eggs, and 
fruit are available in surrounding rural areas, there are 
lew civilian automobiles, trucks, or horse-drawn vehicles 
to haul the produce to town. Individual sales at the farm 
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are prohibited to those fortunate enough to have means of 
transport because these uncontrolled sales would merely 
encourage black market activities. 

The limited supply of fuel and electricity also plays 
an important role in the serious food situation. Zven those 
food processing facilities which were not damaged by enemy 
action can be operated only to a limited degree because the 
local electricity and gas supply was almost completely cut off. 
Recently, service has increased but not to former levels. 

Administrative difficulties have also been a factor 
in the present food situation. The scarcity of paper, fuel, 

and light have hampered local officials in arranging for 

• 

distribution of announcements and ration coupons. 

Reaction of the Population to the ?ood Situation . 

At first, the public accepted the sudden deterioration 
of the food supoly position as a natural concomitant of 
military operations. After the first month of liberation 
had passed, people became sharply critical of the official 
agencies including -ilitair Gezag (uitch Civil Affairs) and 
the restored minicipal functionaries. Black market activities 
began to increase sharply. 
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On ruesday, 27 November 1944. the workers of Eindhoven 
denonstrated against the food situation. The demonstration, 
which was orderly, ended with an announcement of an increase 
in rations. There is evidence that the increase in rations 
had been decided upon before the denonstration took place. 


Y/illiera J. Donovan 
Director 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 


9 March l%5 

Miss Grace Fully 
rhe White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Grace: 

I believe the President will be interested 
in the attached sunnary. Will you kindly see that 
it reaches his aesk. 

Phank you. 

Sincerely, 

fiaJl 

William J. Donovan 
Director 


Attachment 





OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 


9 March 1945 




MEMORANDUM FOR TIE PRESIDENT 

•I believe that you may be interested in the following 
summary with respect to Soviet rehabilitation policies and 
practice in the liberated areas of the USSR. This summary 
has been prepared by our research people. 

1. Extensive destruction of municipal public utilities 
in the liberated areas of the Soviet Union has retarded in¬ 
dustrial reconstruction and made living conditions extrenely 
precarious and in many respects hazardous to health. iAini- 
cipal utilities therefore receive a high priority in the 
reconstruction program. Water supply, electrio power,'an<J 
very primitive sanitary arrangements, have first priority, 
above even that of emergency shelter and communal feeding. 

Liore advanced sanitary facilities generally rank second, along 
with housing and medical services, while restoration of heating 
plant, fuel supply, and local public transport is allowed to 
lag until more urgent reconstruction — including that of many 


important industries — is well under way. 
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2. The methods evolved to minimize the requirements 
and expenditure of scarce factors in the reconstruction of 
public utilities follow two main lines: first, advance 
planoinc ana rationalization of the public utility systems, 
under the direction of the central governments engineers; 
second, reversion to primitive methods of servicing utility 
needs. This latter process is facilitated both by the stress 
on local ingenuity and by the backward condition of utilities 
before the war. In a country with technically more advanced 
services than the Soviet Union has had, such adaptation to 
very low standards would probably be more difficult. 


The following methods will serve to illustrate iiussian 
recommendations. For an emergency water supply vdiere reser¬ 
voirs and mains have been destroyed, artesian or shaft wells, 
as well as other local sources may be tapped. Short-cut 
methods of water purification are recommended for rather 
Prolonged emergency use. In sewage disposal, composting 
instead of destruction is strongly recommended, to lessen the 
urgency of rebuilding wrecked sewerage systems. Special 
low-cost stoves for rubbish-burning and for household heating 
are being developed. Similar econory of effort is planned 
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for the repair of all war-damaged utilities for the duration 
of the emergency, although no unusual techniques or sub¬ 
stitutes for restoration of amici pal light and power have 


been publicized. 

3• - rQe use of locally available tools, even if not 
specially designed for the purpose, and of plentiful 
materials, including extensive salvage, which do not require 
transportation, is stressed, The steady stream of manuals 
and instructions published since 1S42 stresses the use of 
wood and clay, the old standbys of Russian lovr-oost con¬ 
struction, in lieu of unavailable metal and concrete parts. 
Tarpaper, pitch, cast-iron, scrap metal, rubble, low-grade 
. waste — all have uses as substitutes, and ingenious epnli- 
cation of firemen's equipment, rafts, and rubbish is suggested 
in repairing or fitting out utilities or services. 

4. Because of the inadequate number of engineers and 
public health specialists in the Soviet Union and the sharply 
increased demand for their services with the liberation of 
vast areas, special efforts are being made to use them 
effectively. Particular stress is laid on their role in 
essaying damage end in supervisory planning of restoration. 
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Mobility and close cooperation with local, civil and medical 
authorities are stressed. At the seme time, efforts are 
being made to increase the number of such experts. 

5. The general shortage of skills and manpower force 
the considerable use of unqualified local peonle who receive 
the mini mam needed training end instructions. Skilled 
workers are used at their highest appropriate skill while 
volunteers are drafted from the whole community to do mass 
jobs of clearing refuse and wreckage, digging, carting, and 
salvage. In addition, spare-time labor is drawn on by 
stringent regulations making housing managers and tenants 
resnonsible for the maintenance of sanitary living conditions. 

William J. Donovan 
Director 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 

9 March 1945 



Miss Grace Tully 
The White House 

Dear Grace: 

I believe the President will be interested 
in the enclosed message from our representative in 
Belgrade. Will you be kind enough to see that it 
reaches his desk? Thank you. 

Sincerely yours, 

/^CuC 

William J. Donovan 
Director 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 


9 March 1945 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

The following information has been transmitted by the 
OSS representative in Belgrade: 

In Serbia there is reported to be considerable dissat¬ 
isfaction with the lack of a genuine Serb in the newly appointed 
Yugoslav regency council, ^rdjan Budisavlyevich is a Serb from 
Croatia, who is believed to have little or no following in Ser- 
biaj The disappointment of anti-Partisan Serbs has contributed 
to a general feeling of despair among those Yugoslavs who had 
hoped that Subasich would exercise a restraining influence on 
the Partisans. General Alexander's visit to Belgrade also con¬ 
tributed to this feeling. At first the opposition interpreted 
Alexander's arrival as a sign of Allied pressure on Tito. When 
the General's convoy of fifty jeeps entered Belgrade, rumors 
quickly spread that this was the vanguard of an Allied armored 
corps, and Alexander himself was greeted by spontaneous demon¬ 
strations. The opposition's hopes were soon dashed, however, 
by the realization that the Western Allies were not prepared 
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to rescue them from their predicament. In this atmosphere the 
announcement of the regency, while relieving the uncertainty of 
past weeks, has produced little evidence of the general rejoic¬ 
ing reported in Belgrade by the BBC. 

William J. Donovan 
Director 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 




9 March 1945 


Miss Grace Tully 
The White House 

Dear Grace: 

I believe the President will be interested 
in the enclosed message from our Bern representative, 
which forms a sequel to my memorandum of 8 March. Will 
you kindly see that it reaches his desk? Thank you. 

Sincerely yours, 

William J. Donovan 
Director 

Enclosure. 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 


9 March 1945 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

The OSS representative in Bern has 


OOll* -z 

B y D ,t> JUN 1 1 19 /3 

transmitted the follow¬ 


ing information, a sequel to my memorandum of 8 March: 


Obergruppenfuehrer and General der Waffen SS Karl Wolff has 
shown willingness to attempt to develop a program to take the 
German forces in North Italy out of the conflict. He considers 
simple military surrender difficult and prefers that capitula¬ 
tion be preceded by a statement by German leaders in North Italy 
informing the German people that the struggle is hopeless and 
will merely cause needless bloodshed and destruction. Field 
Marshal Albert Kesselring has not yet been won over, and his 
adherence is essential. Wolff is proceeding immediately to try 
to sell the program to Kesselring, and will maintain contact 
with the OSS representative in Bern. Wolff states that Rudolph 
Rahn, German Ambassador to Mussolini's regime in North Italy, 
is in accord with the program. 

Wolff apparently controls all police and border forces on 
the entire Swiss-Italian frontier and can arrange quick contact 
with top German personalities in North Italy. Wolff, who in 


his SS and Police capacity is directly responsible to Himmler, 
claims that Himmler is unaware of his activities. /The OSS rep¬ 
resentative comments that this may or may not be true^ 

The Italian partisan leader, Ferruccio Parri, whose deliv¬ 
ery in Switzerland was requested as an evidence of good faith 
L cf• memorandum of 8 March7, wes turned over unconditionally to 
the OSS representative even before the latter sew Wolff. Parri 
is in good health and does not know the reason for his release. 

A further meeting with aolff was to take place during the 
day, 9 March. 

/IFHQ and SHAEF have been informed of the above.7 

William J. Donovan 
Director 




OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 


9 March 1945 




Mias Grace Tully 
The White House 

Dear Grace: 

I believe the President will be interested 
in the enclosed message from our Bern representative, 
which forms a sequel to my memorandum of 8 March. Will 
you kindly see that it reaches hia desk? Thank you. 

Sincerely youra, 

William J. Donovan 
Director 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 




9 March 1945 

MOBRAWDtJH FOR THE PRESIDEWT: 

Th * OSS representative In Bern has transmitted tha follow- 
infi Information, a sequel to my memorandum of 8 March: 

Obergruppenfuehrer and General der Waffen SS Earl Wolff has 
shown willingness to attenpt to dewelop . program to take the 
Ceraan forces in Worth Italy out of the conflict. He considers 
sinple military surrender difficult and prefers that capitula¬ 
tion be preceded by a statement by German leaders in Worth Italy 
Informing the German people that the struggle is hopeless and 
will merely cause needless bloodshed and destruction. Field 
Marshal Albert lessening has not 'yet been won ower, and his 
adherence is essential. Wolff is proceeding Immediately to try 
to sell the program to lessening, and will maintain contact 
with the OSS representative in Bern. Wolff states that Rudolph 
Rahn, German Ambassador to Hissolini's regime in Worth Italy, 
is in accord with the prograa. 

Wolff apparently controls aU polios and border forces on 
the entire Swiss-Italian frontier and can arrange quick contact 
with top German personalities in Worth Italy. Wolff, who in 
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his SS and Police capacity i B directly responsible to Hinnler, 
claias that Hiaaler is unaware of his activities. ^he OSS rep 
resentative coaaents that this aay or aay not be true^ 

The Italian partisan leader, Ferruccio Parri, whose deliv¬ 
ery in Switzerland was requested as an evidence of good faith 
/at. neaorandua of 8 Uarcl)7, was turned over unconditionally to 
the OSS representative even before the latter saw lolff. Parri 
is in good health and does not know the reason for his release. 

A further meeting with Wolff was to take place during the 
day, 9 March. 

and SHAEF have been informed of the above^? 


William J. Donovan 
Director 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 

9 March 1945 



Miss Grace Tully 
The White.House 

Dear Grace: 

The enclosed memorandum, containing intel¬ 
ligence forwarded by our Bern representative, will 
probably be of interest to the President. Will you 
kindly see that it reaches his desk? Thank you. 

Sincerely yours, 

William J. Donovan 
Director 


Enclosure. 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 



9 March 1945 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: 


The following intelligence, obtained from a well- 
placed and trustworthy source, has been transmitted by the OSS 
representative in Bern: 

A Soviet Army order captured by the Germans is re¬ 
ported to contain the following directives for the behavior 
of Soviet troops in Germany: All acts of violence and plun¬ 
dering are forbidden; troops are to be absolutely correct in 
dealing with German civilians. Members of the Nazi Party will 
be dealt with by administrative and police officials who follow 

l I 

the troops. The order added that soldiers and officers who had 
violated these directives had already been shot. The German 
Ministry of Propaganda is said to have issued the strictest 
instructions that this captured document is to receive no pub¬ 
licity. 


Hitler is reported to have been so aroused by Allied 


air attacks on Dresden that he proposed to have several thou- 
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sand English prisoners shot in reprisal. He is said to have 
abandoned this plan only at the urgent request of Himmler, who 
may have seized this opportunity to appear again in the role 
of a "moderate". 


William J. Donovan 
Director 


» 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 


9 March 1945 


Miss Grace Tully 
The White House 
.I'ashington 25# D. C. 

Dear Grace: 

I believe the President will be interested 
in the attached report. Will you kindly see that 
it reaches his desk. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

, 

.Yilliaa J. Donovan 
Director 







OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 


9 March 1945 


MEMORAIOTJK ?0R TIE PRESIDENT 

I believe that you will be interested in 
the enclosed report on the strength of the 
Jernany A ray as of 1 October 1944- This report 
was prepared by our Hesearoh and Analysis 
Branch. 


Enclosure 


rfilliaa J. Donovan 
Director 
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ACTUAL STREI.'OTil 07 TJTK GER' AU ARTTY 
1 OCTOBER 1944 


Description 

An estimate of tho actual strength of the 
Oornan Arny on 1 October 1944 based on an 
analysis of recont intelli C onco materials. 


T*ii3 document contains information affect¬ 
ive tho national defense of tho United 

a.? 0 "*> ™anlnc of tho Espionage 
Act, oO U. S. C. 31 and 32, as amended. 

Its transmission or tho revelation of its 
contents in any mumor to an unauthorized 
person is prohibited by law. 


7 February 1945 
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1. Septenbor 1042 l s bollevod to bo th. leat date 
at rill oh tlio proaorlbod atroncth of tho Gorman Army con 
bo used aa a reliable index of aotuol atroncth. 

2. Beoauae of tho dlvorcenoe botweon aotual end 
prescribed atroncth tlierc lioo been e contlnuouo dotm- 
word rovlalon of proaorlbod atroncth. Uhe moat fundamental 
rovlalon or preacrlbed atroncth la dated 1 October 1043. 

3. Tho aotual atrcn G th of the Oorrian Army on 

1 October 1944, baaed on on nnolyela of lntolllccnoo fron 
all oetlvo fronto, la oatlnatod at 4,320,000 non. Ihla 
repreaor.te a doollnc In otren;;t : of 000,000 non fren 
1 Juno 1044 and 2,900,000 non from tho peak atroncth of 
June 1941. 
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ACITJAI. STBEfOTH OF HIE OUfA:.' A3t.~Y. 1 OCTOUffl 1944 

*• phescmbko * ::d actual stbli:otii. sl^.; ber i 04g 

Katli-.atea of both the preecplbed and the actual 
strength of the demon amy ore dependent on an order of 
battle by type end looatlon whloh fully covere all unite 
at least through the divisional level. This typo of 
order of battle analyels flraly based by Septonber 
1042, in turn making possible an estimate of the prescribed 
strength of the demon omy. At this tlmo, It woo believed 
that proscribed strength was an adequate rough measure of 
the actual strength of the Ceman army, bhllo the Oomon 
amy had already suffered heavy loss,, on the Kaatem Front, 
its replacement-training system -a. evidently Motioning 
CO as to meet the poreormol needs of the first year of wo.- 
fare against tho Soviet Union. 

“■ ~ ? r 1 bk \ m . igiMfiii" 11 ItJ ™ ■• 2Ba 

The naasuremont of actual strength as a function of 
presorlbed strength was, however, a temporary oxpodlent 
during this period. In the absence of direct evidence bear¬ 
ing on actual strength. The experience of the Ceman omy 
m tin period 1914-1910 seemed to Indicate that the equation 
with prescribed strength provided a reasonable estimate of 
the COman position In 1942. The 1914-1910 material revealed 
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four distinct phases In the dcvclopnont of the position of 

1 * Oon: ‘ m ?leld (1 > «>o «hort initial period of rapid 

nobillsation during -Woh actual etroncth exceeded proscribed 
strength; ( 2 ) the period fro.: 1010 through the first half of 
1017, then proscribed and actual stroncth were lncreaslnc. 
but actual strencth woe already below prescribed strong- 
(3) t:«! period routf-ly fret, the last half of 1917 throuch 
the unouccessful Osman offensive launched In Varoh 1910, 
during uMch actual strencth foil while proscribed stroncth 
increased; and (4) the final Months of the war during oidoh 
orc.nleatlon .1 chances and ruUc-shift. felled completely to 
Meet the omj-s replacement needs, as a result of which actual 
stroncth fell far below the dccllninc prescribed stroncth. 

Tho nature of the (Jem.,, position In 1942 served to Indicate 
that. In terns of operative arr.y strencth development, it 

was no later than tho middle of 1017, - (tho ond of ; .oriod 2 
abovo). 



TIM flrot evidence Indicative of a widespread man¬ 
power crisis in the Ooman am, .es tho .hi ft In, of moat of 
«.o training and replace,.ent units fra-. Oemany to Oorman- 
occupled areas In tho fall of 1942. This orconlzatlonol chans, 
broke up a oyston widen had ensured . stead, How of replace- 
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ment. to unit, in tfao field by placinc the tmining units In 
the dual role of replacement orcani sat ions and potential 
ootibat unita. 

Up to 1 October 1944, the Oerrian Armod Poroos had 
suffered on o.tlnotod 7,675,000 permanent looses and on addi¬ 
tional 946,000 nan hod bean dloablod for ocobat duty. Host of 
theeo looooo have been oonoentratod in the combat-fit classes 
aned 18-37, oo that of 11.4 nllllor. ocr-bat-flt Oemon non 
orlcinally a»ailable, tliore remain only 3.5 million, or 31 
porcont of the orlclnal total. 

Ifeavy lossos and the resultant dofiolenoy of ocr.bot- 
flt Manpower were c l»en fomal and probably belated recoil- 
tlon in the fall of 1043 by the oni. Captured Carman doou- 
mento dated 1 October 1943 carried an ardor of the Oemon Hi*. 
Command providing, for a radical downward revision in the pre¬ 
scribed strength of infantry, mountain, and li r ,ht dlvlolone, 
occprlelnc some throe-fourths of Soma:, first-lino divisional 
strength. The application of this revision to Infantry dlvl- 
clone wao aa followss 

(1) Reduction cf tlio alee of Infantry roclments 
frox three to two battalions plus Oth and 10 th oo:ponies. 

(2) Various reduotions in other divislonol unite. 

These orders, tosetlwr with ovldor.co on stren c th 

which is tabulated in appendices b and c. Indicate that the 



procoribod strength of tho Infantry division la approximately 
13,000 nan so against the provious preacrlbod strength of 
17,000. 

It ie altogetlxer unlikely that thla chongo wco on 
orderly prooeaa motivated by tactical conalderatlona. In 
view of tho overwixelnlnj; mass of ovldonce pointing toward an 
aoute manpower shortage, It le reasonable to suppose that the 
ohences In prescribed atrencth orderod in 19*13 parollol the 
situation of the Oermon Field Arriy In 1010. In 1010, tho Oer- 
mana woro unable to maintain tholr field unite at prescribed 
atrencth, oven after successive downward revisions of pre¬ 
scribed strength. 

In ovaluetine the oicnlflcanoe of this typo of organl- 
fational chance* it Is lnportant to boar In mind the ovor- 
lnoroaslnc die intention In tho administration of personnel 
reploceuent In the Oeman army durlnc 1943 and 10*54. In view 
of tho chaos In amy affairs Indicated by tho employment In 
combat of euch ill-prepared units as Uarsch-battolion, troln- 
lnc divisions, OAP personnol, end the aocelorated uoe of un¬ 
reliable foreign olonents, it is inprobablo that tho projocted 
roorcanlsat 1 on of infantry divisions could liave proceeded in 
an orderly mannor. 

There is no substantial body of ovidonco ccnparablo 
to that on the Infantry boarlng on chances In tho prescribed 



atroncth requirements of mountain end llfiht dl via Ions In 1943. 
There Is cood ovidonco, iiowevor, which indicates that In 1944 
tJio preocrlbod personnel atroncth or t!ie Pansor dlvlalon waa 
revlaod downward fren 17,400 to 13,700, a reduction of aane 
21 porcont. 

Practically all Goman oocond-llno dl via Iona — 
static, coast-defense, reaorvo (lncludlnc thoao aont Into 
active service ao field divialona), security and field-train- 
lnc — can be said to have a dofinito preacribed strencth only 
by an extension of the meaning of the tenr.. Iheao types of 
units aro Itnotn to Buffer In varylnc decroo from Inadequate 
and Inoxperienced personnel, qualitative and quantitative 
oquipnont defioienclea, and to bo subject to raids on their 
porsonnol In favor of flrot-llno units. Evidenco bearlnc on 
such units in woatern Europo, lncludlnc both aotlve and Inac¬ 
tive arena, indicates tliot a ficure of 10,000 nen por division 
by . ay of a nominal proscribed atrencth, car. be sot as an upper 
limit on tl\olr strength. As will be noted in tho appendices, 
in practically every case socond-linc divisions fall far bolow 
this upper limit. 

The ordor of battle of the Genian Anv cs of 
1 October 1944 is therefore estimated as follows! 



Typo of Unit 
Axny Croup 


Number 


10 

Aiwy 22 
Offensivo Corps 75 
Dofensive Corps 

Panzor Division 34 
Notorized Division 13 
First-line Infantry Division 93 
Seoond-line Division 9G 
I'.ountain Division 12 
bight Division 11 
Paratroop Division 4 


In addition to tho abovo units, tiioro are training, 
adninlstration, and garrison troops in Germany and administra¬ 
tion troops in German-occupied Europe. Thore arc also rem¬ 
nants of 9one G 2 divisions in Germany which have boon so 
severely depleted that they aro no longer able to serve as N 
combat units. It Is believod that these G2 con servo as tho 
basis for some 20 reconstituted divisions. 

As of 1 Ootober 1944 , the prescribed strongth of the 
units listed above was ostinated os follows: 



Typo of Unit 
Amy 

Offensive Corps 
Dofonslvo Corps 
I'anzor Division 
Motorised Division 
Tirst-lino Infantry Division 
Sscond-llno Division 


Strength por Unit 
30,435° 
4,305® 
1,500° 
14,000 
14,000 
13,000 
10,000 


Fountain Division 10,000 

Licht Division 13,000 

Parstroop Division 10,000 

T. lirtS/A.PREC 145/44, 16 February 1944. 


T>i« ostlmted presoribod strencth by fchoator so of 
1 October 1944 is os follows: 


Area 

Eos torn Front 
liorway 
Denmark 
V/ostom Front 
Italy 

South Hast Europe 

Oomany 

Poland 


Presoribed Strength 
2,150,000 
160,000 
00,000 
000,000 
440,000 
330,000 
000 , 000 ° 
200,000 


Total 4,740,000 

aT Exclusive of tho roanants of the aforenontioned C2 divi- 
sions. 





. IV. PRLS13.T ACTUAL STHSTOTH 

Evidence for the actual atroncth of the Ooman Amy 
le of two oorti — stannary steteronts fron the Sovlot and 
Alliod ootmanda, and detallod reports on Individual unite 
fron varioua aourcea. In tho abaenoe of any dependable Global 
reporto, appraisal of tho actual atroncth of the Ooman arny 
la depondont on a aurmary of a aaaa of doounontary evidence 
secured on tho reapootlve fronts throuch dontaot with the 
onoay In tlio flold. The flov/ of such naterial Into tho hands 
of tl;e ’..ootem powers boc«n with tho over-running of tho Conn an 
forooo In North Africa In lO-tf and was continued with tlie 
Invasion of Italy. The voluno of such naterial roached sub- 
atantial proportions oL-.ost Icnedlatoly followinj the invasion 
of France in Juno 1944. It lo now sufficient to cuU:o possible 
a direct estimate of actual otreucth. 

For convenient reforer.ee, a conpendiun of the most 
inportnnt aumary atator.ents and individual ro;*>rts is suppllod 
in Appondlcos B and C. 

Considorin;; first the ostlr.ote of divisional strencth 
on tho Eastern F.-ont fron tho Soviet :iich Con: and, it should 
be notod tliot tlae Soviet covoranont liaa tended to ortphnsizo 
th.o Mocyiitudo of tlto Soviet contribution to tho war against 
Gomany. In particular it lma ropeatodly callod attontion to 
tho rolativoly lii^h concentration of German forces on the 



Has torn Front. It is tliereforo hitfily unlikely that the 
Soviot Command would knowingly understate the strength of 
tlio Oerrian forcoe on their front. Inasnuch as tho Soviote 
probably liavo good infornation on tho enony forces in Jlastom 
Kurope, tlioir estinato of 0,000 con per division con bo taken 
ns tho maximum average strength on that front. 1 

Fran the substanco of the report from the Soviot 
Command, it is clear that tho ootinoto ref ora to actual strength. 

The ostinato fron Alliod Torco Ilcadquartors for 
strongtli on tlie Italian front Is cloarly an actual strength 
estimate. Dy the dato of tho ootir.ate, mid-August 1044, the 
Allloo liad in thoir hands a very large maos of infornation on 
tho Goman foroes on that front. It Is considered that this 
eotlmato is fimly based. 

Similarly in the caao of the 3::AE7 estinato for the 
'. estorn Front, wliloh puts the nunbor of Goman divisions at 
b7, equivalent to 2G nomal divisions, it is ovidont that 
actual strength is meant. 

Tho estinato for Norway is undoubtedly also an actual 
strength estimate. As it is bollevcd that thlo estimate is 
based on excellent detailed infornation, it has boon adopted 
outright. 

Taking t!»c abovo summary ostimatos as a point of 
T7 See Appendix B, paragraph 1. 
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departure, actual strength of the German aray Is 

f olloY/o: 

EASTER!: 7Rt!.T 


Ar. iy Group 5 0 1,000 

Armies 9 C 30,435 

Offensive Corps '50 i 4,305 

Defonsivo Corps 2 C 1,000 

Divisions 14G C 0.000° 

Total 


a ~ Soo Appondlx D, paragraph 1. 

■ESTER! EUROPE 
Overall (Soe Appendix D, paracraph 3). 

ITALY 


Any Group 

1 0 

1,000 

mm 

Army 

2 .5 

30,435 


Offensive Corps 

5 0 

4,305 


Divisions 

Total 

15 C 

17,000° 

- 


a. It Is assumed that this is tho norm to whioh 
Seo Appendix D, paragraph 2. 


soir^U lster:: Europe 


Amy Group 

1 a 

1,000 


Amy 

i a 

30,435 


Offensive Corps 

4 0 

4,305 


Defcnsivo Corps 

i : 

1,000 


Divisions 

Total 

10 a 

10,000 

- 


i:or.ay 

Overall (Geo Appondlx L, paragraph 0). 

Pit H'ARK 
PQLAI.D 
oeri AEY 
ora:® total 


ostinatod as 


5,000 
273,015 
219,250 
2,000 
1,ICO.000 
I,"RSt,'1G5 


500,000 


1,000 
GO,070 
21,925 
255,000 
TZHTTM 

AT: Hi re for a. 


1,000 

50,435 

17,540 

1,000 

100,000 

Terror 


133,000 

40,000 

150,000 

1 , 200,000 

4,319,935 



In addition to the oiasiory estimates nentlonod above, 
dotallod ovldenco for tho strength of Goman unlto ao for as 
It la availablo la presented In Appendix C. While thcro la 
no alnplo method of processing thoac speciflo reports In order 
to got an overall estinato, it will bo noted thrt tho specific 
ostlnates taken aa a whole support tho sirr-ary reports vory 
well. For InsLanco, the avorago actual strength of units in 
Franco listed In Appendix C ccncs to approxinatoly 0,000. 

In tho case of Gerrumy and . oland, dofinlto ordor of 

battlo intolliconce la Inciting, and strength hao boon ostlnatod 

on tho basis of conoral considerations. For tho throe nnjor 

aotlvo fronts, tlio ovldenco indicates that aotual divisional 

strongtil is of tho conoral ordor of ono-half proscribed strength. 

It is boliovod that tho Geman amy has attemptod to Maintain 

amy and corps strength and these have been ostiratod at full 

prooorlbod strength. In tho caso of troops In Oomany, itoolf, 

ovldenco bearing on aotual strength Is virtually non-oxistont. 

• 

It scons probable that aotual strength is runnin; above pro¬ 
scribed strength due to organizational confusion and tho 
necossity for transferring to Oomany tho bulk of the training * 
progra: and convalcscor.t units on account of t-ic loos of nost 
of wcotom Europo. CT>o oattioto for etrenct!. In Colony In¬ 
cludes romanta of acme 02 dlvialona with ui overuse otronctli 
of 5,000 nen. 



Betnoor. 1 June 19-14 and 1 October 1944, the actual 
atronctU of the German aroy doclinod by approximately 000,000 
non. The :resont actual strength of 4,320,000 non contrasts 
wlth an ostimatod poak stroncth In June 1941 of 7,200,000 men. 
Ihls quantitative doollno hno boon accompanied by a qualitative 
dcclino In the amy through the lowering of physical otar.dards, 
tac Induction of foroljnors, and the broakdown of the replace¬ 
ment training oyster.. 



APPENDIX A. DKPIPITIOMS 


Thero are no leoo than G definitions of strencth In 
cannon use in the Ooman amy, correspondin'; to the various 
, requirements of strato^lo planning, organization of supply, 
and of tho bookkcoplnc tranoaotlons necessary to tho house- 
koopinc of all amlos. 

Ansonc tho Allies Oorj^an stroncth has boon dlcoussed 
In toms of l.stabllslvnont Stroncth, Ration Stroncth, Viar 
Lstabllslincnt Stroncth, .able of Orcanisotion Stroncth, and 
Dattlo Stroncth. These tome derive from tho onalocy of 
Allied practice, and do not In overy caso correspond with Oer- 
non temlnolocy or praotlce. 

The reoont oapturo of numerous Oeman docunonta bear- 
inc on tho stroncth of Oomon units and on the forns of stroncth 
returns raisos the problor: of uniform tomlnolocy, since the 
rocords of the Oeman units are ordinarily not expressed In a 
fom consistent with present Allied usoco. Tho strencth classi¬ 
fications which are probably the most useful for the purpose of 
©valuetine tho General Goman ranpowor position oro Prescribed 
Stroncth ( SoilstBrko ) and Actual Strencth ( Iststarko ). These 
were tho terns In whioh were kept tho oentral records of tho 
Oeman amy In tho World V/ar, and the terns of discussion 
botwoen tho Rich Coui umd and tho other branches of the Oeman 
0°Vermont. Captured docunonta indicate that those terns are 
still In use. 

~"T w fl n r * 



Prescribed Strength In Oorrnan usage corresponds to 
tho Tables of Organization in Anorlcan usage. This classifi¬ 
cation reflects the tactical doctrine of the High Comnnd, in 
that it sets up the optima-, complement of porsonnel for tho 
units in question without record, in tho first instanco, to 
tho actual roplacarsont situation. Tho records of tho Goran 
army allow that during periods of rapid expansion. Actual 
Strength frequently ran noil ahead of Proscribed Strength, cn 
tho othor li/md, in poriodo of declining Actual Strength the 
Goir.an ccrumnd !xns tended to cling to a pattom of Prosoribod 
Strength vhloh could no longer bo r-aintalnod. 

Actual Strong th in Goman usage, is based on tho 
norlnal rolls of tho unlt3, hoadquartoro, dotachnonto, etc., 
including poroonnol on loave or furlough of all kinds, and 
personnel hospitallzod up to C cocks. while Aotual StVongth 
so defined is considerably abovo tho nurr.bor of nen who r.ay be 
actually availablo for duty at a givon nonent, particularly 
after sustained periods of gor.orol action, it is probably tho 
nost practical goneral indox of overall strength. 

A third classification in Goman usogo. Day Strongth 
(Tagoostarkc), covers tho daily roll call of porsonnel avail¬ 
able for duty. Day Strength is a r.casuro of tho effective 
strength of the arr.y at a given r-.onont, in contrast to Actual 
Strength which includes a variable, and on occasion substantial. 



manbor of nen not lroodlatoly available. Day Strencth io 
evidontly a uooful classification for appraising t-io irr:e- 
dlate operational rosources of the enemy. .'ov/evor, it dooo 

not appoor foaoiblc to uao tills clasaifloation in diocuasiona 
of tiie ovorall manpower pooition, because of the dearth of 
information in torn of Day Strength and bocauao the torn 
ordinarily applioa only to units of divisional atroneth and 
loss. 

Gofochtso tdrko (Daltle Strcncth) is ttat part of Day 
St rone th wlilcli is used In figitlnc, including nodical personnel 
and drivers of front-line trenoport, but exoludinc roar ocholon 
transport, ration, and repair detachments. According to a 
lottor fren !IQ 3G2 Inf. Div.,1 battle Stroncth sliould bo 00 
porccnt, and In any case not loos tJian 75 porcent, of Actual 
Strength (loss abseiit porsonnol). 

Qrobonat&rko (Trench Strcncth) consists of those 
wlio boar weapons end take part directly in the fichtinc. Ordi¬ 
narily Tronch Stroncth is Dattlo Stroncth loss hattlo Trans¬ 
port. Accordinj to tho rojulctlons laid down for 3G2 Inf. 

Div . nodical personnel nro also oxcluded from the count of 
Tronch Stroncth. The sane source indicates that Tronch Strcncth 
should bo 65 porcent and not leso than 60 percont of Actual 
Stroncth losa absent personnel. 


i. ATIIQ G-2 Intclliconce Kotos Do. G4, 20 June 1944. 



Ka-.ipfotHrko (lighting Strength) soer.s to be roughly 
equlvalont to Trench Strength. A captured document fron 
3 Krigr. Dn.l indicatos that Pi eh tin:; Strength, unllko Trench 
Strength, Includes motorcycle dlapatch riders and nodical 
personnel. 

An oxanplo of the way in which these toms oro used 
in reporting strength wnc found ertong the captured records 
of 190 Infantry Division.2 on C August 1044 tli© Actual Strength 
of 235 Arty. Hegl. which nao at thr.t tlr.o well up to proocribod 
strength, was brokon down no follows: 


Actual Strength 201G 

Loos Absent Personnel - 305 

T7TG 

Plus attachod Personnel _55 

Day Strength 1765 

Trains 536 

Dottle Strength 1232 

Combat Strength 776 


1 arkttcnderroivorsorgunsstttrke (Ccnnlsoary Strength) 
w:d Vorpflegungsstflrkc Ctation Strength) derive their inpor- 

f 

tanco fron the fact that captured documentary evidence on unit 

strength occasionally is in tills form, ‘..liile such figures 

are not altogether reliable for short porlods bocauoo of 

variations in food stocks and food requirements, Nation Strength 

yieldo an approximation of Actual Strength. Comisoary Strcngtli 

T~, A^.Ki 0-2, Intelligence llotoo Do. OCJ, C August 1944. 

2. AT!C W 0-2, Intelligonco Dotoo Do. 73, 12 Septo- bor 1944. 



aoor.i3 to bo derivod by addin'; 10 percent to Motion Stroncth 
and rounding to t!ic next ten. . l ’cr oxarjple, a captured docu- 
r.ont 1 shows how Co:nlssary Stroncth was ccnputed for 243 Inf. 
Dlv.s 


Ration Stroncth 

0,559 

I'luo 10 porcont 

056 

• . 9,415 

Add to rexmd up 

5 

Total 

9,420 


TI 6-2 Intelligence irotos V. o. 00, 0 August 1944. 



THIS DOCUMENT IS THE BEST 
AVAILABLE. EVERY TECHNICAL 
EFTORT HAS BEEN TAKEN TO 
INSURE LEGIBILITY. 
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Thoatar 

Btrneth CoomMi 

Data 

flouroa 

Ikrlat 0 »*»•-. 1 Stott. 

Cabla rr-* ' Ur . 

Mlaalc i, *<>a9,tr 

!•-» trro tr. 

n- ara.aft? .icraugtr «f S«> »« .*• .U'ii, •; 

.. -l«o d t~ ba e.GOT. M | 

wrlono i* lndlvldo*: 4WH mi on ?. 

For no -*1%» 76 infantry u*- l'.,<TO| oO F»tua- 
(Handier Crlalon hod li.oU;, 31 *afr«.Uy 
Mn-!*.o iO.CTO. (JO Fanaar Orw-uH-r. 
rf-ur.-i <o B.OtC. m rMorV. Iran <Mo.t >• 

CO alalia o .Urlalon ai lor aa S.C03 la oat 
fL» ’r OM*r.',. ATbar rrootrlng T.OOO i^lo- 
fo..»jon«-*i u aa.it oaok itdo bactia. All 
.op’acr dlTittonal aavrloaa. 

1 lafi. *.' 

ItclUri Fr-.-t 
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Auguat *« 

CHI OW Mr. Naakly Utalll- 
ra«oa Bumbo-. *>• 208 . 
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Foatam Frort 

ypr.’l 

*l'ja total atranrth of tha Oaraan aralaa 

le th- cart la aatlmM at batwaan * 

tfJ.OQQ and 600 ,OCO c*»-. «; t: t « uatlwai of 

7.7 o’:a. Thej. rrpratre*. £.» litnanca jf 

e».-w Ft anailivl a’.ktalm-.' 

® , rtf k rn h«p a / i).v* ■ai. a ,tt *4 m 4 _ a _ 4V> _ .a 

11 Sapt. 44 

Alllad Foroa Haadquartara 
0 - 2 . Haakly Intalllganoa 
SuMary Bo. 106 


a MV atu 6*9* O * i- '* UlTlfl^B 111 

V* - * tfl*ty-nar*>. Thotr 

•V * ^-**5 f.<narar, 1 . -atlaatad a. 

not Wirt o«anty-atx aorml dirlalona." 

2 Oat. 44 

.-'Had Forcr Haadouaj-tcra 
•KF, Wir. ro. WO. 

Wfftarn Front 

"Thn~ bar 05oo a alight lnoraaaa 1 b tha 

BOAlral aarcogtu la dlrl.Iona of all typaa to 
routfly Llxty, of an aqulralaat f *gfctlng 
atrn3t.to O.- Thla tdnal lnoraaaa My 

h' ifr.- xi; oa ■>fPa # .. ty raoaot lsasaa..* 

6 not. *4 

Alllad Foroa Haadquartara 

0-2. »I8 lo. 11C. 

■•■torn Front 

-Cnly - Usa-.Ni -l.OJ Arw/ *an harr boon 
fowt-: •r'oVUnt tba c_ttla *ra* orar a rro- 
• •oo .h pcrlo -1 during ahloh '.bo Kray loaaot Is 

24 U 

Intalllganoe Fotaa 

ho. F.4 
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: . /v vwr« O.- 

l Ic-.s t'lsli v*. ullkUl 

•n ob..: k , *.cj\i tin no, ^^clr 

Uu-,.- ,.iii «u; ji tteft* 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 


10 March 1945 




Miss Grace Tully 
The White House 

Dear Grace: 

I believe the President will be inter¬ 
ested in the enclosed message from our representative 
in Pome. Will you be kind enough to see that it 
reaches his desk? Thank you. 

Sincerely yours, 

William J. Donovan 
» Director 


Enclosure. 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 


9 March 1945 ^classified 

By Authority o f Cf/V 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

The following intelligence has been transmitted by 
the OSS representative in Rome: 

On 28 February the OSS representative in Rome was 
informed by Captain Guirche, a French Intelligence officer, 
that his Chief in Paris, Soustelle, had received a directive 
from General de Gaulle stating that France has political ob¬ 
jectives, possibly including a demand for annexation, in the 
/French-speaking7 Val d*Aosta border region of northwestern 
Italy. The French are said to have kept information on this 
matter out of their political and diplomatic channels. French 
strategy, according to Guirche, is to stir up apparently spon¬ 
taneous disorders in the Val d*Aosta, whereupon French troops 
would cross the border. Guirche, who requested that his in¬ 
formation be treated with the utmost discretion, anticipates 
serious trouble if this alleged French plan should be realized. 

At a meeting on 3 March with the OSS representative 
in Rome, Captain Guirche reaffirmed his previous statements on 
French intentions in the Val d*Aosta, and asked whether the 
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United States Government had been informed. The OSS representa¬ 
tive replied that he was concerned in northern Italy exclusively 
with military operational matters, and that Captain Guirche's 
statement had not been transmitted to civil government authori¬ 
ties. Guirche, however, stated that the United States Govern¬ 
ment should be informed, adding: "Ihat I told you is official." 
To the question: "Are you authorized to release this informa¬ 
tion?" Captain Guirche replied: "My mission is to have you un¬ 
derstand our position." Guirche, who characterized his mission 
as unpleasant and embarrassing, was unable to explain the French 
position. He stated that this policy, which would breed serious 
trouble, is being fostered by three or four persons in the French 
Provisional Government. He added that he would cable his Chief 
in Paris as of 3 March that the United States Government had not 
yet been informed. 


The above matter has been brought to the attention of 
the Chief of Staff, Sixth Army Group. As a result, the Sixth 
Army Group Command, to which the Alpine Front Command is di¬ 
rectly responsible, has received orders from SHAEF not to cross 


the Franco-Italian border. 
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William J. Donovan 
Director 






*iss Grace Tuily 
The White House 

Dear Grace: 


I think the President will be interested 
in the enclosed message from our Bern representative. 
Will you kindly see that it reaches his desk? Thank 
you. 

Sincerely yours, 

William J. Donovan 
Director 


Enclosure. 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 

DECLASSIFIED 

10 March 1945 Autboritj of— Laii 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

The OSS representative in Bern has forwarded the fol¬ 
lowing information, supplementary to my memoranda of 8 and 9 • 
March: 

Obergruppenfuehrer and General der Waffen SS Karl 
Wolff, who has arrived in Zurich to discuss a definite program 
for taking German forces in North Italy out of the war, is ac¬ 
companied by the two men who made the preliminary contact with 
the OSS representative (Standartenfuehrer Dollman and his aide, 
Zimmern) as well as by Wolff's military expert, Sturmbandfuehrer 
Wenner, and an Italian intermediary, Baron Pirelli. The OSS rep¬ 
resentative consented to see only Wolff, who cane to the former's 
apartment with a Swiss intermediary on the evening of 8 March. 

The OSS representative and an associate, a former German Consul 
in Zurich, then talked with Wolff alone. The former Consul later 
saw Wolff and Dollman together. 

Wolff is a distinctive personality, and evidence indi¬ 
cates that he represents the more moderate element in Waffen SS 
combined with a measure of romanticism. He is probably the most 
dynamic personality in North Italy and, next to Kesselring, the 
most powerful. 





Wolff stated that the time had come when some German 
with power to act should lead Germany out of the war in order 
to end useless human and material destruction. He says he is 
willing to act and feels he can persuade Kesselring to cooperate, 
and that the two control the situation in North Italy. As far as 
the SS is concerned, Wolff states that he also controls Western 
Austria, since his authority includes the Vorarlberg, Tyrol, and 
the Brenner Pass with both its northern and southern approaches. 
Wolff declares that joint action by Kesselring and himself would 


leave Hitler and Himmler powerless to take effective counter¬ 
measures like the ones they employed in the 20 July crisis. 

Also Wolff feels that joint action by Kesselring and himself 
would have a vital repercussion on the German Army, particularly 

on the Western Front, since many Generals are only waiting for 

* 

someone to take the lead. Wolff made no request concerning his 
personal safety or privileged treatment from the war criminal 
viewpoint. 


Wolff envisages the following procedures to bring about 
action: (1) He will meet Kesselring during the week-end of 10 
March in order to obtain a definite commitment to joint action. 
Wolff says he has had the closest possible personal relations 
with Kesselring for several years, and indicated that Kesselring' 
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problem was to reconcile such action with his oath of allegiance. 
Xesselring has insisted that, after a long military career through¬ 
out which he had always kept his oath, he was too old to change. 
Nevertheless n'olff believes he can be won over to see the sense¬ 
lessness of the struggle and admit that his duty to the German 
people is higher than that to the Fuehrer. 

(2) With Xesselring, Wolff will draft an appeal to be 
signed by themselves, Rahn (the German Ambassador to the Musso¬ 
lini regime in North Italy), and others. The appeal will set • 
forth the uselessness of the struggle and the signers' responsibil¬ 
ity to the German people to end it, will call on military com¬ 
manders in particular and Germans in general to disassociate 
themselves from Himaler-Hitler control, and will state that the 
Germans in North Italy are terminating hostilities. 

(3) 'Wolff fill make preparations to get this message 
to the German people and military commanders via radio and wire¬ 
less. 



(4) Provided Xesselring is won over, Wolff believes 
that he and Xesselring would come clandestinely to Switzerland 
within the week in order to meet Allied military men and coordi¬ 
nate purely military surrender moves with the appeal. Apparently 
no one on Xesselring's immediate staff is suited to represent him 
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for this purpose, his chief of staff not yet having been ac¬ 
quainted with the plan. 

As evidence of his ability to act, Wolff has already 
unconditionally delivered Ferruccio Parri, Italian patriot from 
North Italy, and, hv Parri . ( K9 a former OSS agent in Milan, to 
the OSS representative in Bern. Parri had been imprisoned in 
Verona, ^ mi , in Milan. Their release was requested of DolLnan 
during the preliminary negotiations of 2 March, and both men as¬ 
sumed at the tine they were taken away by the SS that they were 
being led to execution. Neither yet knows the reason for the re¬ 
lease. Wolff fully realizes Parri's importance, and remarked to 
an intermediary that he was giving up his most important hostage. 

Wolff is prepared to demonstrate further his ability to 
act by: (1) discontinuing active warfare against Italian parti¬ 
sans, merely keeping up whatever pretense is necessary pending 
execution of the plan; (2) releasing to Switzerland several hun¬ 
dred Jews interned at Bozen (Bolzano); iolff claims he has re¬ 


fused any ransom money offered in this connection, although some 
has possibly already been swallowed up by intermediaries; (3) as¬ 
suming full responsibility for the safety and good treatment of 
350 British and American prisoners at Mantua, of whom 150 are in 
the hospital and 200 on the southern outskirts; Wolff claims that 
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these are all the 3ritish-American prisoners held in North Italy, 
since they had been currently transferred to Germany; ( 4 ) releas¬ 
ing to Switzerland, if he can be found, ' ttas Ior an Italian 

patriot working with CLNAI and the British; his release is par¬ 
ticularly desired by Parri; ( 5 ) facilitating as much as possible 
the return to North Italy of Italian officers presently held in 
Germany, who might be useful in the post-hostilities period. 

In reference to Alexander Constantin von Neurath, the 
German Consul at Lugano /whose part in earlier peace feelers is 
described in my memoranda of 9 end 26 February?, Wolff will wel¬ 
come von Neurath's help since he feels that von Neurath has con¬ 
siderable influence on Kesselring. Wolff will invite von Neurath 
to join him in Italy on 10 March. 

Wolff claims that Himmler knows nothing of his present 

# • 

activities. He saw Himmler and Hitler early in February and ad¬ 
vised them of the general hopelessness of the North Italy situa¬ 
tion, but received no definite instructions from them. 


The OSS representative has made no commitments, merely 
listening to Wolff's presentation and stating, with no refutation 
from Wolff, that unconditional surrender was the only possible 
course. The OSS representative comments that, if the results of 


the Wolff-Kesselring talks are favorable, this plan may present 
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a unique opportunity to shorten the war, permit occupation of 
North Italy, possibly penetrate Austria under most favorable 
conditions, and possibly wreck German plans for establishment 
of a maquis. 

The OSS representative in Caserta has advised AFHQ of 
the information transmitted by the OSS representative in Bern. 
General Alexander has outlined to Marshal Brooke the procedure 
which AFHQ proposes to follow, including a plan for tno senior 
staff officers to go to Switzerland to meet with German repre¬ 
sentatives. Apparently Alexander has furnished this information 
to Brooke as a matter of courtesy and Trill go ahead on his own 
initiative, although he will cooperate with 3rooke if London 
wishes to send other people to join in the meeting. OSS has 
been directed to submit a plan to carry out all necessary steps, 
including arrangements for a Swiss meeting place, transportation 
to and from that place to the Frenc'n-Swiss border, as well as 
transportation from the Annemasse airport or vicinity to French- 
Swiss border. In addition, OSS will be called upon to provide 
communications, clerical assistance (including interpreters), 
and all necessary safeguards for the security of operations. 

The OSS representative in Bern will select a safe meeting place. 


arrange transportation fron Annemasse to and from that place, 

_d/A 
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and issue appropriate instructions to secure and provide arrange- 
I ments for meeting the party at the Annemasse airport and super¬ 

vising arrangements to and from the French-Swiss border. The to¬ 
tal number of the party is unknown at this time, but all plans 
{ are being made to include arrangements for 15 to 20 people. OSS 


is withholding all these plans from the German representatives 
until directed by AFHQ to suggest a date for the meeting. 
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William J. Donovan 
Director 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 


12 March 1945 


Mies Grace Tully 
The White House 

^Dear Grace: 

I believe the President will be interested 
in the enclosed report from our representatives in 
Bern and Caserta. Will you kindly see that it reaches 
his desk? Thank you. 

Sincerely yours, 

William J. Donovan 
Director 


Enclosure. 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 

12 March 1945 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDBJT: 

The OSS representatives in Bern and Caserta have forwarded 
the following information, supplementary to my memorandum of 10 
March: 

Acting under instructions from AFHQ, OSS is going ahead with 
plans for the impending meeting between German and Allied repre¬ 
sentatives to discuss a definite program for taking German forces 
in North Italy out of the war. OSS Bern has been requested to se¬ 
cure from Obergruppenfuehrer and General der Waffen SS Karl Wolff 
statements that Wolff and his associates, equipped with acceptable 
credentials, will proceed to the Bern meeting-place when AFHQ se¬ 
lects the date. 





OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

12 March 1945 



Miss Grace Tully 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Grace: 


I will appreciate it if you will bring 
to The President's attention the attached memorandum 
and report. 


Sincerely, 

fled 

William Donovan 
Director 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

12 March 1945 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

I am attaching here a copy of a study that we 
make up for our group in Europe. As you will see, it is 
simply a pulling together of the material obtained by our 
Intelligence and Research unit. 

It is designed only to keep our own people inform¬ 
ed, but several of the military units in the theater desire 
to read it. 


a, 


Killian J. Donovan 
Director 
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' th * '* r * 184 P^^cularlylnforoed self- 
halp due to the air terror, have necessitated concentration on the are- 
foroes of autonomy. Xn plain langUMe. this la a rather *». n v 
ad.ls.lon that In badly bobed clti.s X^trmM LI ££ uH 
ly lnorea.lndly °n the Initiative of the population Itself. At the 
. l “*' lB ,t41 * taken to keep all nunlolpal functions 

^hs*Ortii^* r i y <r iP# !TJ? 10n * Xn th#lr "* ToU M w *»rtot Advisors, 

T ^ n °\ *011011 aid fro. anonc the cltls- 

h * lP ‘° *“* "" “•« POP-1- r...n««n« do., not 


i fttB* ™ ‘SJ of * «nfl4»ti»l .p~ch _d. by Hlmltr to 

I he Officers the officers of a newly constituted division on 26 
July 19 W* ha. recently becone known. 

whtrh w’bf f#atur * °* **• *P**«=b la the outspoken way in 

which Hinaier criticised the officer corps. He bluntly told the of- 
f}®? r * . th ** "*f* luafficlent and lax in their devotion to duty! 

I have the l^reoslon that In this war there has been a lack of tlra- 

hKJrSlTt 1 : ** f ^ off leers?. mOumb w 

history will take u. severely to taek on this point, when once the sltu- 

atl °“ “? P “* P hoto « r *P h '. ■erlal photographs of the Oenan positions 
on th. Don. Dmjets, Duller, and Dnl.et.r^.xpo.ed -TS^SriSI. 

- and are coopared with those of the Russians. He offlowT 

hill ii^Lh 6 ? u V laT * t0 ou i h#ad * ln • hAi,e ' for *• 414 804 wk 

hard enough. He accused the officers of c<*poslng untruthful reports! 
'I have the l^re.elon that so.etl.es we have adopttd an al*>* W 
illi P^**? 010 ^' ran « ln « prevarication to th. .o.tS?M 

1 °° nBldar 11 **^-«Ucaptlon If It Is stated that the 
division, battalion, or conpany has withdrawn to orders, or If the CO 
of an any or division report, to higher headquarters that his unit has 


withdrawn according to plan, whan It was perfectly claar to as that tha 

a MM of Bh ° vln « * ol "“ Pair of basis,purs 
aad slapis. Ho lndlctad tha offlosrs for prot sot In* unworthy col- 

laa«ussi I do not wish a oourt-nartlal oaaa ... to ecae to ay notice 
«• htB h ®W®“* 4 on past occasions in ay own 

t I?*,!® Pollfl# ' A#r# 1 ^ I® M^r: Typical offlcars' Jud«- 
Uril.!!? 1 ?? 1 * .***?• tWO off l°»« ***• pallad out a third. It lT 

IL ••• ** Mch th * «®*U 1® punished... 

and in which tha superior is not because ha belon** to tha soolsty in 
which one aeaber doss nothin* to tha other." 7 

aot thlnk^rof 1 ^ 1 ? St? *° laprM * °P° n hl> ^•nrars that ha did 

Uf!£t^I2Ld ti- * plrlt °V h# °on» and 

a certlin^f!!? w *• •oftanad tha blow to 

it w It I?*' th# °<>n» ft® no loafer what 

■Mt a^ l^riH ei low be satisfied to fire orders; they 

tl^ZL'Z TT7 ^■^•-i. f t fl t°: r ; iirt^ii! 

* ,! ,“'“I.'T 7 0««n .Ultary r..p.ct for tb. 

>•»<* *• 

-TdJr.^srsasr^r*:*: * ,n : , iL on whici1 

ii£ nSr.iSiS.^iJ-s- 

SiTiSW vh ’-. h *X 

Hatoh, und O.nwny ^TfJontinS t!?'*.*! iMorporat.d Into th. 

Of tb. 1939 frontf.r >>• "tt.nd.d to . Un. 500 ka H.t 

«.t ..c2it,”oni ^onJ W0Ul4 toT * t0 d0 ^“‘* » 

tb. fntor. do., not blr. * ln0 * “ tlon *bleb In 

bord.r. «1U b. "~y * Rlr - r * 14 "»»«« PO*t. 2,000 k> b^ond It. 


*b. at.ta.nt of neh far-rMchlng 


war alas at tha wary time 



Vh« Ooruwuvy « sufferine fro. heery defeat. In M .t and west any 
aSeur! th * • z ? U “ tloa ■** *>• that HI ml or wished to 

3. "I ,p#akl,, « that th ^ w * “3*1** for Oer- 

5“f i J2!a?Z* *' ,t JS c# 1 “* not ■* r * 1 > r bocatt.. of the vhla of the 

frs\ that darinc **• wh ° i# *• *»«> 

m diS» f , 7 W °^ d i*" ° Ut thli lat *n>retatlon. But It le 

IL^YL S 7 tn “ th,lt ^ We fall oolleague, do not 

think of 0eraany as on the brink of final defeat. They expect the 
!£hft “T??! 01 ' “JJ theaeelree, to lire on and erentulllj^to 
achieve the «oale which the foundare have eet for It. 


7 *Brewin g TH1 confess of fcaanlan Trade Unions, held in 

la Buchareet during the closlnc days of January wae 

the occasion for the launching by the left-wine 
. # . latlonal De^jcratlc front (PTO) of a ri«rous 

r f°" bel “«* r » n «7 Btawila, secure the return of northern 
Iw to Jhe Jurl edict ion of the Buchareet eorernaent. and brine 

t!Tl* %h * fT I * at rJ at ff B 0f ? / V * fn " **»# »©*let Onion. larlier deaandf 

but ill v of ^co-ooale Indue try were dropped, 

but the lmdlate break-up of larfe eetatee wee called for. 


^leV* proaln<nt Co—oaiot leaders, Oheorghlu-Dej 
fwi hJIL! b* 4 J«t recently returned 

hldfeSETLST m* ,p * t# of that the new VR) ca^wd„ 

m!.! lhi> n * °*te*orlcally denied by a eouroi 

th IS?* Cownlst Party, who etated early lnfebruary 

tt. * r,, “ h " r * ”*“* «•*«■-* ‘o ■*«« 

-.™ a^aptW Weeslre eethods in puehlnc lto caapalrn. 

Jjjfuilm"iafuIS , t r “ tl M? r # or *^ ,#d * “ 4 ■•■Wrs of thTpfint- 
^ to publish an losue of the Peasant Party paper which 

‘J* 7SD * Th * Plou^hM'e front - left-wlnc agrarian party 
P^tr ShS "* ■*»■■«» at the expense of MmI?. Peasant 
Party - published a manifesto which could be Interpreted as an inrlta- 
tlon to rlll.ce co.lttee. to take or.r land fro. Lar C e eetatee. 

On 11 february, Prlae Minister Hadeecu hit back ricorouely 

!5!h*LfT 1 L' X !J! puWlc addr#BB - the locale of 

,be chanced beoause ITO nsabers had broken into and occu- 

J** * he S*!* ^aater which had orl C lnally been scheduled for the 
purpose - Hadeecu flatly rejected crltlels. of .embers of hi. corem- 
^a.ciete or reactionaries, denounced suppression of newspapers 
by unions, etated Ms opposition to laiedlate land refor., and repudl- 

lbl! f«! !??!!! 1 f" th *I y, ° n# P*^ 7 or ^°®P could be held respons¬ 
ible for the derelopsent of Htuanla's International status. 


Demonstrations by both PHD and tha Peasant Party took place 
in* “f 4 on 12 f8bni * r 7 R«de»cu spoke over the radio Lplaln- 

i thechar^e In aeetln* place the day before. On 13 Pebruary a 
lar«e PHD demonstration In Bucharest was attended, according to estla- 
ntes of various American observers, by 50,000 to 200,000. 

♦ a. has b« ea 00 eTl4BBe * *• 7 *t to Indicate -hat attitude 

f.Xffi? ** m %HklD * Wlth r#B P« ot to these events. Son. 
i JI 1 !!* ar * r#POrtBd aB b ^ lBTl “« that Radesou's fin stand 
narked a ^finite check to the 1KD initiative, at least for the prss- 

Jllit^f bJJadll r ** daclaratlon - 4 t- snphasle on the de.lra- 
eMnftMal broadly representative refines In liberated and ex-enaoy 
countriee, rules out an exclusive PHD eoveranent. Nevertheless let 

th# C “ p * 1 « n lB BtlU « oln < otron^. Lift- 
let* are said to have attempted, successfully In at least one case to 

-a ii\« ,r, * r T 1 { >rBfBCturBB * *** the air of optlalsn vhlch pervaded ion- 
Ksanwhllo th^m*? 1 **** Ra4#,cu ' B has flven av£y to floon. 

TO Ililli It "? Is reported to have adopted the line that only an 
WDr^Cln. can naxe the Crimea decision, a reality for Runanla. The 

faTifi: sasr 17 ,tlu 10 fui1 “ d th * ^*■ 





VOELD TBjUB UIIOI OODIHBOI 


THI World Trade Union Conference (WTUC), meeting In London 
fro* 6 to 17 february. was a landmark In the hie lory of the lnter- 
natlonnl labor movement and a significant political event. The bas- 
lo Issue of the oonferenoe »■ whether unity of international labor 
oould now be achieved - thus overcoming the inter-war dissipation of 
strength between the Socialist Seoond International and the Oommlst 
Third International - in the Interest of enduring peaoe and the erad¬ 
ication of fasolsa In all of its foras. 


Political Character of the Conferencf 

Despite repeated statements that the conference was not con¬ 
cerned with political lesnes, the delegates were in fact preoocupled 
with politics not only because of the objectives sought, but also be- 
oause they were in a broad sense representative of left-wing political 
■ovsnents la their respective countries. for example, N.B. Paawels, 
Belgian delegate, left the oonference to beoome Minister of War Tio- 
tlae la the fan Acker Cabinet. And Sidney Hlllaan. United States(CIO) 
delegate, brought with hla the prestige associated with his position 
as Chairman of the Political Action Coalttee. which played an Import¬ 
ant role in the recent Aaerlcan presidential election. 

• 

further evidence of the political character of the oonferenoe 
was the emphasis placed on the eame Issues which were simultaneously 
being dealt with at Talta. That the two conferences were being held 
at the same tine (Citrine opened the VTUC in London with an announoe- 
aent that the Crimea Conference was in progress) was accidental What 
was not accidental was that the trade unionists were most concerned 
not with the traditional issues, such as wages and hours, but with 
peace, fascism, and full employment - the primary political problems 
of the day. 


Conference Resolotlens 

The resolutions of the oonference paralleled the decisions of 
the Big Three. The resolution on furtherance of the Allied war ef¬ 
fort called upon workers to maximise their contributions to the war. 

It urged the application of democratic policies in liberated countries 
and the equipping of their armed forces. further, it called upon 
United rations governments to reoonslder economic and other relations 
with Spain and Argentina. The resolution on the peace settlement de¬ 
manded the eradication of fasclem in all of its fonts and asked that 
labor bo given a voice in all matters relating to the peace settlement. 
Tha resolution on postwar reoonstmotion was primarily concerned with 
the elimination of unemployment and the raising of labor standards. It 
was on the reeolutlon concerned with a new world federation of labor 
that the most significant developments in ths labor movement were re- 
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f° r \ B#V WOr14 *•«•»« i“ of labor. Th. Sli 
”®: : lno * ,h *7 or. not aabiri of th. IPTU, had an addod lncaatlr. to 

- °y m r. r:^, 1 .^ or * uii “ ,ioB in «*»*<* **•* P w. 

1 co “*a*ur»to with tholr own importance. On tho oth.r hand, th. 
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British would have preferred to see the IJTU retained and expanded. 
Thle wee partly beeanee they had Ion* been the dominant power In It. 
partly because they wished to retain the existing structure whatever 
Its weaknesses in preference to launching a new and untested organi¬ 
sation. 

The strength of the British position lay in the fact that if 
the TUC decided not to go Into the new organisation but Instead to 
throw In Its lot with the APL In a reconstituted I ITU. the new pro- 
*i€ht well have been still-born. The weakness of their position 
lay in the fact that as long as the APL refuses to be associated with 
Soviet or 0X0 Unions, the IJTU oould hardly attract the support of the 
aajorlty of the delegations to the conference and would remain a nar¬ 
row and relatively unlnfluential body. Moreover, although supported 
by delegations fro* China, Scandinavia, and the Low Countries, as well 
as by those frou the ITT U and the International Secretariats, the 
British were clearly In a minority position. 

The speech of Sidney Hillman calling for the immediate estab¬ 
lishment of a new federation was a statement of the uudnua CXO and 
Soviet Union demands. Hillman recoamended that the I7TU be scrapped 
because "It does not meet the demande made upon International labor 
In these crucial days.* He demanded the creation of a new body which 
should be given full authority and which should begin work at once. 

tventually. Sir Valter Citrine, on behalf of the British dele- 
gat Ion, accepted the basic demand for a new federation but secured a 
compromise on the procedure to be adopted in creating the new inter¬ 
national. Instead of cedaring a new federation to be In existence, 
a Continuations Ooaadttee, empowered to be the Interim authority of 
the conference, was eetabllshed with headquarters In Paris. This 
coaelttee has full authority to deal with governments In the name of 
world labor and to demand representation at pesos conferences. It 
Is to draft a constitution, submit It to the constituent bodies for 
amendment and ultimate ratification, and before the end of 19**5 recon¬ 
vene the VTUC for the purpose of adopting a final constitution. 


The Trench Delegation 

The Trench, as representatives of the largest end most import¬ 
ant country that has suffered from Vatl occupation, played an import¬ 
ant role throughout the conference. The primary problem faoing this 
delegation - fifteen from the Ceneral Confederation of labor (COT) and 
four from the Confederation of Christian Trade Unions - roughly re¬ 
sembled the main political problem Prance faces on the International 
scene; that Is, obtaining recognition as a major power. The dele¬ 
gation was very successful In this respect. It obtained representa¬ 
tion on every committee; and In the Continuations Coamlttee equal vot¬ 
ing strength was given to Prance, the Soviet Union, the United Kingdom, 
and the United States. Moreover, the decision to make Paris the head¬ 
quarters of the Continuations Coamlttee will serve both to strengthen 


7 ff? Ch in th# International body and to ci*e tangible recoc- 

nltlon to tho rootorod Internettonal status of Branca. 

v . Jronch delegation ooncolved of ftto rolo ao that of a brldaa 

between tho Soviet and tha British delation*. Already counted tj 

*°!}* Trad ; °^°“ Co«lttao, ouch of tha atrencth of tha Breach dala- 

T* n th#lr el0B * W>rtln « ralatloaa with tha 
JJ 1 ®”** 2* f r * nch - hovarer, have do lot ant Ion of beooaln* too 

dependent on tha Buselaaet It la understood that QMotiatlona rill 
aoon be undortaken to revlr. tha old Aaclo-Bronch fJSa Onion Celt too. 
! ,lk ? c ° T# f TU,M5t a ot tholr respeetlvo atataa, tha trada unlona aaaa 

within thl b^IS I IT*** °1 b i" Ut * r * 1 *«r*«*nta which will oparata 
within tha breadar fraaevorfc of an all-aocowpaaaln« International body. 

..._ 11 * oftjona both In oelttaa and on tha floor tha Branch 

• xltt,no « °* “ natabllahed working roUtlon- 
lh * ^ tb * Chrlatlan Trada Unlona. and at no tLaa 
I^ V “f lncll “«*>» *0 Una up behind tha old IITU. 
Vlthln tha COT dolacntion ltaalf. no evidence of Coenlat-flociallat 
dlaa^ramant vna apparent. 


. W4 _ Th * 00Qf#r#nc a * M «“il«d in supportInc hilled plana for pon- 
lmnj <*«an war orUinala. dl.aneanent. rspZatione. Jtc. Jlth^- 
Ih#of Ubor^ there waa acreeaant that It 

would bauaad for raoonatract Ion pirposeo In devastated oountrlea. 

^ IL ° f th# r «»ol«tlon. -tha nrployaent of 0 **. 

■an Ubor, If used In restoration work, auat bs placed under lntor- 

^tlln'ti TTSiril 1 !?* Unl0B Participation. In tha datamln- 

ation of labor standards In a way that will not rednos tha standards 
of other workara." Such Ubor, It was stressed, auat not alone be 
tUl rr p0Mlbl \ ,0 : th » CTi **« the Oeraan people. Most Uportant 
fnr i* lrad# anlon polnt 0f n#w th « 4^i«ioa to wtah- 

. r ^ “ p0##1M# 4urln « P*rlod Of oocupation. a daao- 
cratlc trade union novaaent In Oanany under International trada union 
supervision. This decision probably foreshadows an approach by tha 

52 ° r f aai “ tion * «tSStie. f 0P 


gopcluslons 

and O t \tuT W ?r ld T r # ° al0n /* 4 * rmtl0B wlU *• » before tha 
end of 19*5. The newly-won unity of International Ubor nay wall 

£T* S lBP T“t P 011 * 1 ^ *•«>• in tha cloaln* aUfN of tha 
Hfv?? ooofsrsnca approved tha aajor policies of tha Blf Three 
should not ba Interpreted aa aaanlac that tha national Ubor croups 
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*r«sorely •choln* th. d.ei.loca of tholr r.opectlv* forernaent*. bat 

rothor thot th. .hap. of thin*. to c«m .. SSLd 

Tolto lo. la th. wlow of tho eeaforanco. worthy of labor 1 ■ aupport. 

I" •*“* " TBrU ** *•*«•*•• •*J»llcltly otatod. cm bo wlth- 

”■* ALi* 'or thaao roa.ona, alon* with oth.ro .lr^4y luaut^, 
that tho me, although ootonelbly a trad, ualoo aaaoably, wa. la foot 
a aajor latonatloaal political eonf.nne*. 


It hao boon und.r tho proooaro of war that latonatloaal labor 
ualty hao bom achieved aad that orcaaliatloo* with tho Boot dlvoro* 
cultural, polltloal, aad ldoolofloal background* woro ablo to oatearao 
•r roeoaello th.lr difforoncoo. It lo to bo oxpoctod that ao that 

‘IT! 1 **? 4, “ 4 /* ih * oporation, 

conflict* will arloo. 9at tho problaaa of mlntalnlnf poac. aad of 
ondleatla* faooloa, ao wall ao th. achlrraaent la poaoo tlao of a 
hl*h lowol of mp lo/aont. aro oo latonatloaal la charactor that It lo 
oallkoly that thlo nav-fooad unity will bo abaadonod. Ao Ubor fao.a 
»p to thooo probloao. it will boooa. lacroa.ln«ly appar.nt that th. 
bow fodoratloa lo la fact a bow typo of latonatloaal. ualtlna la on. 
body th* oooaoalc aad polltloal International* of th* paot. 


finally, th* oxlotrac* of a World Trad* Union fodoratloa of 
tnly world-wldo .cop* aad aotborlty ohoold toad la th* Ion* ran to 
oxart a onlfyln* laflaoac* oa national trad* union bodloo and through 
thaa on national polltloal «roupin«*. la wlow of ouch a poaalbl* 
dorolopBoet It could wall b* that altho«ch International labor unity 
haa boon aehlovod bocaaao of th* ulfoaolo* of th* war, aad although 
attontlon lo bow ooncoatratod on th* laaodlato labor problma oonn.ct- 
*d with th* poaeo oottioiut, th* of foot* of thlo eosforoao* will b* 
folt Boat not la th. near fataro bat la th* yoara to ooao. 
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THl lUOTAflC* CRISIS II fEM JUST 


araSS 5SS552 SS* - - 

%zr< rrs^M-w^ 1 *s.S 

the following point*; ' **••• <><"«• 

(») Tho number of mn«ti -ho would have to be moved 

£..•17 -nd.r..,U.,^ Uhn write. Sat pSL hT 

of r Y£ a°s?Tm^ ssje mvsst: 

saMi— to fi ~ ■ uw 

( b) The -peed Of tho Soviet advance precluded evacuation 
■“/towns, and additional thousand* were oaoaht on 
tha road*. A MB broadca.t (abroad) *t.t .d !Et'tS 
«r*at aajorit/ of tho population In tho oaatarn Ow- 
■“ proviso** "have roaalnod behind. • 


of •trekk.r.-, 1..., tho*. -ho had 
to aako tholr own **7 without benefit of rail transport 
were tr—ndou.j ^ dlod. othor. h*l lUb. fr£2* § 
end pando-llko phenoacna 1 developed. Tho leadership 

dlJootJd! °° 1C “ i ° f nft < Na wars als- 


p»sre va* dsfsatlea and cownrdlos aeon* th* rsspon.lbl* 

f*!*! 11 1 "T?* r "' T" 7 U9a b#jr * • TlMUd *olk**tum 

mobilisation and loft with th* woaon and children.- 


Thousand* of refugee* are *till on the ava «i «... 

E 3 £i? SsHf*' 

th • 1^, “ ,h * PrtorS, „1 ,s. r ... 

to b* loft behind when eeerffencf conditions lUit tran.port. 

ReC-na! occur, onljr on Hitler's order., although Hl_ler ^ 


rabititut. for th. Tu.hrer 1. th. Mat. Onl r In o... of «ctr«. 4nn- 
(or cu th. Onal.ltw.ln hi. upaolt? .. E.lch :.f... Cm. 1 h 1 m*t. 

ISSBS* on hi. on authority. To Int. th. only ton. «h.r. 
elTllUna have b«*n permitted to itay on whan the town Is being fought 
for iri thOH which havo boon onc&rolod by tho Russians (BroaUu, 11b- 
104 . Schneldemuehl, and Koeuigeberg). but In all thoao caaoa evacue- 
tlon noaauroa woro carrlod on a* long aa poaa&blo. 


Tho Situation In Berlin 

v * ®T llB •PP** 0 ’* t0 *• • «I>«clal caao. Oerman aoldlera have 
boon told In a forces broadcaot that tho large-soale evacuation of 
Berlin la "Impossible" beeauae of transport dlfflcultloa and because 
tha reception area ltaolf haa shrunk." Women aa well aa aan will 
continue to work In Berlin In caao of battle. Presumably the troops 
would not be clean this grim news about tho future of their families 
In Berlin If It were not Intended to make a second Stalingrad out of 
the captlal. 

The same broadcast outlined the total defense measures being 
taken In the city. Noteworthy la the decentralisation of control, 
with the metropolitan area divided Into defense sones In each of which 
the military commander will work oloeoly with the Irelslelter who, 
u ’“* flr Ooebbela, Is In chares of civil defense. Preparations seem de¬ 
signed to create looal autonomy In the separate defense districts: 
news will be disseminated through small looal newspapers and posters, 
and civilians will be fed amy-style at canteens established by the 
Orts^ru^^^al«_i* «r. The ▼olkeetarm le already at work building fort- 
1float lone and rood blocks. 

The fails vigorously deny that the Oovernment la being evao- 
uated from Berlin, but It is known that Important archives were moved 
out some time ago, and many ministries maintain only skeleton etaffe 
In the city, with the main offices either In the outskirts or In 
Southern Germany. 


Morale Effects 

Last autumn's experience In western Oermony demonstrated that 
the flight of party leaders on the approach of the enemy Infected the 
civilian population with apathy and defeatism. ' Now, with large num¬ 
bers of Volksstura men dependent on party leaders for orders and en¬ 
couragement, the latter are doubly vulnerable. Hot only does their 
flight weaken armed resistance; it also signifies clearly that those 
in the know consider the eltuatlon hopeless. Significance therefore 
attaches to the form and quantity of nationwide publicity given to 
the execution of party leaders and to the new super courts-martial 
which have been established - see the note above, "lew Hail Courte- 
K^rtial." The Intention apparently Is not only to discourage further 
desertlone by officials but also to assure the public that the party 



It ■till la control of tho situation 
Im la it* own ranks. 


oopoblo of doallnc with defeat- 


^ , !**}• }* J* Important that tho population bo oonvlnc- 

od that Partj loadoro it07 oo la throatoaod town* "to tho loot" the 
laiio aro no doubt reluctant to lose tholr active loadoro by death or 
oapturo, and tho loadoro theasslve* aro probably oonvlnoed by nov that 
j. oar crinlnal. tholr futuro. If capturid. i. it be.t^o.rJaJ^ 
Whorovor poooiblo. therefore, it is likely that tho party evacuates 
hlfh-rankin* official. and k~p. thsa out of th. 

!!*!».***“ s o«ethln< like this hae probably 

—* -- ~ 

! h fTf h th# 'f* • doproooant to tho aoralo of Osman 

troope and that oooo of tho soldier* even advised refugee* to abandon 
their flight and return to their hoaeo. More recent 1 7 . propaganda 

If?! ? lTllU f* “’W in roar areas trere also affootoSTthoy 
aro told that vo aunt not lose our norvo when a streaa of refutes* 


It has fen.rally boon as owed that tho eastern Osman •• fear 
of Soviet *uo # ia would slgnlfloantlj reduce resistance to evacuation 
and olaplify the laiio' teak of olaarlnc civilians out of endangered 
/ confidential circular to 18 Ouldance Officer* in the levy, 
dated 3 January I 9 J 5 . shove that the Rail*, too. expected that In tfe 
east people vould villln^ly accede to the appeals for evacuation," 
whereas "in the vest conpul.lon had often to be applied in order to 
f*t Individual* out of tho threatened area*." Reason* aiven for re- 
•lstanoe in the vest were, first, the people 1 * refu.nl to believe 

Anclo^jloan. are barbarians, second, the uncertainty of 
the future for refugee*, and third, anxiety over property left behind. 

The evidence *o far available strongly surest* that the Red 
80*07 while an Important conditioning factor, has by no neans played 

° f a, U lD ‘S 2 -1 " k ** Xhj ’ •****•«* to hoirLd 
f 0f ,uff * rln « °* th " road, and the conviction 

that the sassy are "after all. buaan beln«o" have a*aln ooablned to 
persuade an important nlnorlty to evade or avoid evacuation in the 
east ju*t a. they did In th. vest. In this connection. It «.t\e 
reaesibered that in the vest, too, ao*t of the people left; in Aachen, 

ST 1 ?*'f* 0 ®* 10,000 out of m Portion of aore than 
150,000 stayed behind. 

Osman propaganda provide, illuainatln* aaterlal on all the*, 
point*. There is the broadcast, already cited, which claiaed that 

liitilT*?* “ Jorlt f" W behind. Thi* is undoubtedly an in¬ 

ter...on*l exaggeration, and It vns not broadcast at hoae, but it in- 
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dlcat«« at leaat that large numbera of Oermana are living under Ruaalan 
occupation. A broadcaat on 8ovlet atrocltlaa telle of the woman who 
refueed to leave: B I have ay houee here and all ay poeseeelone.... 
after all, the Ruaalan Bolehevike are human beinga. They oannot be ae 
bed ae all that." Thle broadoaet la doubly lntereatlng becauae It 
waa beamed to German eoldlere In the eaat, who, according to Dittmar'e 
recent atatament, have "aleguldedly" advlaed clvlliana to etay In 
their hoaee. 

The fact that fear of Rueala dnee not aeem to have been a de- 
cielve motive In determining the acale of evacuation in the eaat la 
not of iteelf eufflclent ground for overall political generallsatlone 
on the eubject. It le probeble that the terrible winter weather con- 
ditlone, plue the knowledge that travelling weatward meana moving in¬ 
to a tone of Allied bombing lnetead of Into a tone of relative eafety, 
operated to counterbalance the Haale* long and pereletent anti-Bolehev- 
ik propaganda. 

In any caee, the reault le that the Hasla are now facing In 
the eaat a eituation which they have eo far been able to prevent In 
the weet, namely, the exletence under enamy occupation of areaa of 
the Reich which are large enough and probably efficiently well popu¬ 
lated to make poeelble the early reauaption of aomethlng re a ambling 
normal civilian life. 
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of the PMCI conference thwe wore few signs of a sentiment favorable 
•o compromise among supporters of the government, and tha governnent 
llaalf showed In various may* that It wa strongly influancad far tha 
daalra to prooaad with tha liquidation of 1AM. A fav examples of 
thla Intransigent aood of tha Right may ha cited. Both bafora and 
aftar ha aaauaad tha off lea of prlna nlnlatar, Plaetlrae made declara- 
tiona 'Aloh could only ha lntarpratad aa a demand for unconditional 
aurrandar. Shortly aftar tha new government waa i«m in, tha an- 
nounoaaant waa aada In Athana and reported in tha Brltiah press that 
warrants had been laauad for tha arraat of all tha laadara of tha 're¬ 
bellion. thla aada a poor lapraaalon In Britain and was subsequent¬ 
ly dan lad. Tha Urge pre-government demonstration la Athana on lU 

January, which vaa daaorlbad by tha London Tinea correapondent aa "an 
SDKS deaonatratlon,' waa punctuated with orlaa and bannara calling for 
no aanaaty." Bran vhlla tha paaca negotiations ware In progress, 
oartaln alleged tarrorlate ware aantancad for oarrylng ana agalnat 
tha atata In aplta of almost alaultanaoua aaaurancaa that only ooaon 
law crimes would ba proaacutad. Alaoat until tha and of tha negotia- 
tlona, Athana navapapara ware danonnclng 1AM in tha atrongaat tana 
and urging a polloy of no ooaproalaa. finally, tha atataaant of tha 
ragent, Arohblahop Damaaklnos, on tha occaalon of tha algnlng of tha 
▼arklsa Agraaaant laplloltly reoognlsed tha azlatanca of oppoaltlon to 
tha government'a declaion. ■Daaplta raaaonabla objactlona which have 
bean or may ba formulated,* tha Archblehop nerertheleao azpraaaad hia 
belief that tha Agreement ma really In tha lntaraata of tha country. 


Tha raaaon why tha government. In aplta of each etrong opposi¬ 
tion both anong lta aupportara and froa within lta own ranks, cans to 
an arrangement with 1AM la clearly to ba sought In the attitude of tha 
Brltiah Oovernment. British troops did aoat of tha fighting agalnat 
KLAS, and their support la tha pre-condition of tha present government's 
continuation In office. Tha British attitude will ba sxaalned below; 
for tha present, it la only neoessary to note that tha Oreek Oovernment, 
In negotiating a peace treaty, was not acting as a free agent. Xt 
,1a to ba expect ad, therefore, that It will continue to maintain a hos¬ 
tile attitude toward 1AM and to use every opportunity to Interpret tha 
Agreement In a aansa unfavorable to 1AM. 


Tha Attitude of 1AM 

1AM took up arms aftar 3 December in tha hope that It would re¬ 
ceive affective International support, especially froa tha USSR and tha 
USA. Whan it became obvious that such support would not ba forthcom¬ 
ing, 1AM concluded that It would ba eaaentlal to make extensive conces¬ 
sions In order to bring about a speedy solution of the crlala. Tha 
withdrawals stipulated in the January truce were accordingly agreed to, 
and plausible reports on ZAM policy In the second half of January stat¬ 
ed that delegates to tha forthcoming paaca conference would ba empowered 
to yield to whatever extant night ba necessary to reach an agreement. 


Agalnat this background. It Is not surprising that ZAM spokesmen 
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llshaent of a predominantly loft-wine government. 


British Public Opinion 


This rather "M-prlsing nwial of the British role In Oreece 
i« probably to bo attributod in part to a desire to roach an early 
settlement and thus to avoid having Oreece bocoao a potontlal oonreo 
of International misunderstanding and Ill-will. The expulsion of IAK 
froa the Athens area required a oonalderable Military effort, and If 
the war had been oontlnued In the reaoter and largely mountainous reg- 
lone of thn country It might have draped on for aany aonthe. In the 
Interest of eaooth Inter-alllod relatione, a quick and lasting ssttle- 
■ent wae clearly desirable. 


Of perhape even greater Importance In this connection, however, 
were the doaeetlo political pressures to which the Oreek crisis cave 
rise. The outbreak of fighting focused attention on Oreek affairs to 
an unprecedented extent. The government's Oreek policy, which previous¬ 
ly had received relatively little attention, suddenly became a burning 
issue of doaestlc politics. From the outset, the labor aoveaent strong¬ 
ly disapproved of the government's policy; this was deaonstrated aost 
clearly at the Labor Party Conference early In December. Observers 
of that aeetInc acres that It was only the overridlnc desire to Maintain 
tbs coalition until the end of the war which prevented the delegates 

froa overrulinc the executive and passlnc a strong rote of censure on 
the government's Oreek policy. Moreover, several of the country's 
aost respected newspapers, Including the Times and the Manchester Ouard- 
lan, were hi g h l y critical of the government's motions. 

That dissatisfaction has not been confined to the labor Party 
and certain organs of the press le clear froa a poll of publlo opinion 
taken during the second week In January (l.e. after the establlshaent 
of the regency and the appointment of the Plaetlras goveraaent, but be¬ 
fore the cessation of fighting). This poll was one of a regular series 
conducted by the British Institute of Public Opinion - the counterpart 
of the Aaerlcan Gallup Institute -, and Its results would nornally have 
been published by the Hews Chronicle. Actually, they have not yet 
been published. 


To the question, "Do you approve or disapprove of Mr. Chur ch¬ 
ill 1 ■ attitude on the Oreek question?" the answers were! approve - 43 
percent; disapprove - 38 percent; don't know - 19 percent. The ap¬ 
proval rate Is remarkably low and the disapproval rate remarkably high 
for a major wartime policy. lqually striking Is the fact that the 
same poll revealed that Churchill's popularity as prlae minister and 
general satisfaction with the conduct of the war had gone down respect¬ 
ively by ten and nine percentage points since the end of October. In 
the case of the decline in the prlae minister's popularity, this la the 
largest drop between two polls which has been recorded during the war. 
In the case of the decline In general satisfaction with the conduct of 
the war, the only sharper drop was that which followed the fall of To- 


brok in 1942. 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 


RESTRICTED 


12 March 1945 


* 

■* * 


Miss Grace Tully 
The White House 

Dear Grace: 

I am enclosing the latest radiotelephone 
message from our representative In Berne, which I 
believe the President will find interesting. Will 
you kindly see that it reaches his desk? Thank you. 

Sincerely yours, 

William J. Donovan 
Director 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 

12 March 1945 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

I think you will be Interested In the 
enclosed radiotelephone message from the OSS Berne 
representative. This report summarizes the reasons 
for (1) the continuing stubborn resistance of the 
German Army and Officer Corps, and (2) the brutal 
form of the execution of the generals after the 
20 July affair. 



William J. Donovan 
Director 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 

12 March 1945 


Miss Grace Tully 
The White House 

Dear Grace: 

The enclosed memorandum, containing intel¬ 
ligence forwarded by our representative in Kandy, will 
probably be of interest to the President. Will you be 
good enough to see that it reaches him? Thank you. 

Sincerely yours, 

f]oX 

William J. Donovan 
Director 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 

.12 March 1945 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

The OSS representative in Kandy has transmitted the 
following information: 

On the night of 9 March, the Japanese Military Staff 
in Bangkok demanded that Thailand close its Indo-China border, 
seize the arms of all French soldiers crossing the border, and 
arrest all Indo-Chinese and French residents in Thailand. Fur¬ 
thermore, the Thai were refused contact with their diplomatic 
representatives in Indo-China. The Japanese explained that 
their request for further controls in Indo-China had been re¬ 
fused by the Decoux Government on the morning of 9 March, where¬ 
upon the Japanese took over the control of all communications 
and began disarming French Indo-China troops and police. Fight¬ 
ing had begun by the night of 9 March with the Japanese moving 
against French Indo-China positions at Saigon and Hanoi. 

The Thai Cabinet, being in no position to resist, 
agreed to comply with the Japanese demands and to hold Thai 
troops in a state of readiness. Later, however, high Thai 
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officials urged source to advise the Allies to bomb Indo-ChinB 
communications objectives immediately, pointing out that such 
a step would stimulate the resistance of the local population. 


William J. Donovan 
Director 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 

13 March 1945 

Miss Grace Tully 
The White House 

Dear Grace: 

I an enclosing a aenorandura for the Presi¬ 
dent, which is a sequel to my memoranda to him of 10 
and 1 2 March. Will you kindly see that it reaches 
his desk? Thank you. 

Sincerely yours, 

William J. Donovan 
Director 

Enclosure. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: — 

BT Date JUN 1 1 1 973 

The OSS representative in Bern has transmitted the fol¬ 
lowing information, a sequel to my memoranda of 10 and 12 March: 

The Italian intermediary, Baron Pirelli, has just re¬ 
turned with word from Obergruppenfuehrer and General der Y/affen 
SS Karl Wolff, that Kesselring has just gone to Hitler*s head¬ 
quarters. Wolff expects Kesselring back in three days, but there 
is a chance that he may never come back. ^Fhe OSS representative 
surmises that, unless Kesselring convinces Hitler and Himmler 
that he will cooperate in their plans for North Italy, Kesselring 
will be given a new command or will be imprisoned^? Therefore, 

9 0 • 

the meeting with Allied representatives has been postponed pend¬ 
ing information from Kesselring, although AFHQ had decided to 
move at once and at noon 13 March dispatched two representatives 
(accompanied by an OSS representative) for Lyon. 

The OSS representative in Bern suggested to Baron 
Pirelli that Wolff indicate (1) what he proposes to do if Kessel¬ 
ring does not return; (2) what he will do if he is ordered to re¬ 
port to Hitler*, (3) if he should refuse an order to report to 


Hitler, what are his plans and the forces with which to carry them 
out; (4) what areas he could temporarily control for possible con¬ 
tact with Allied forces even if the principal German Army commend- 
ers did not cooperate. 

Upon his return to Italy, Wolff received a telegram from 
Ernst Kaltenbrunner, Chief of Security Police and Security Service 
advising him to avoid establishing contact with the Allies in 
Switzerland since it would hinder, perhaps catastrophically, 
Kaltenbrunner's plans. Wolff discovered upon investigation that 
Generalleutnant der Polizei Ailhelra Harster, commander of the Se¬ 
curity Police in Italy and Wolff's subordinate, had telegraphed 
Kaltenbrunner that an attempt to make contact with the Allies in 
Switzerland was probable. According to Pirelli, Wolff believes 
Harster is dependable and was merely trying to cover the tracks 
of Wolff's intermediary, Standartenfuehrer Dollman. 

/In November 1944 Alexander Constantin von Neurath, the 
German Consul at Lugano, declared that he was acting as interme¬ 
diary for Harster, who had been given a special assignment by 
Himmler to contact the Allies. It appeared significant at that 
time that such a mission should have been given to Harster rather 
than to his superior in the SS hierarchy, Karl Wolff. 

regraded unclassified 
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/At the end of February 1945, an Austrian industrialist 
in contact with Austrian SS leaders, asserted that Kaltenbrunner 
had asked him to Bake contact with the Allies in Switzerland. Ac¬ 
cording to this source, Kaltenbrunner claimed that he and Himmler 
were extremely anxious to end the war and were contemplating the 
liquidation of ardent Nazi "war aon^ers"^? 



William J. Donovan 
Director 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 



13 March 1945 


Miss Grace Tully 
The White House 

Dear Grace: 

In order to provide a single memorandum for 
easier reference. I am enclosing a summary of informa¬ 
tion contained in my memoranda to the President dated 
9 February, 26 February, 8 March, 9 March, 10 March, 

and 12 March 1945- Will y°“ kindl ? see that this EUQ ‘ 
mary reaches the President's desk? Thank you. 

Sincerely yours, 

William J. Donovan 
• Director 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 

13 March 1945 

MEMORANDUM fop. THE PRESIDENT: 

The folloT/ing information, transmitted by the OSS rep¬ 
resentatives in Bern and Caserta, is a summary of preliminary ne¬ 
gotiations and arrangements concerning approaches looking to the 
termination of German resistance in North Italy and on the West¬ 
ern Front: 

On 8 February, Alexander Constantin von Neurath, the 
German Consul at Lugano, asserted to the OSS representative in 
6em that he had just returned from a meeting with Field Mar¬ 
shal Albert Kesselring, Rudolph Eahn (German Ambassador to the 
Mussolini regime in North Italy), and Obergruppenfuehrer and 
General der ffaffen SS Karl Wolff, the Higher SS and Police 
leader in Italy ar.d chief of Himmler's personal staff. Kessel- 
ring, who has close relations with Field Marshal Gert von Pund- 
stedt, had just returned from a conference with him. Neither 
Kesselring nor von F.undstedt tas then ready to come over to the 
Western Allies. Von Neureth, who served for two years in Africa - 
as liaison officer with Generalleutnant Siegfried V'estphal, Rund- 
stedt's Chief of Staff, supeerted that he confer with Westphal. 
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He was advised by Kesselring not to attempt to see Westphal im¬ 
mediately in view of the suspicions which such a trip might 
arouse. 

On 10 February, however, while von Neurath was visiting 
his father near Stuttgart, Marshal Kesselring advised him by tel¬ 
ephone to go to a secret rendezvous where he found General Viest- 
phal and Marshal Johannes Blaskowitz, until recently commander 
of Army Group "G" on the Western Front. The three frankly dis¬ 
cussed the possibility of opening the -Western Front to the Allies. 
Westphal and Blaskowitz were reluctant to take this step, if they 
were merely to be considered as war criminals. They added that it 
was increasingly difficult to organize such a move because of SS 
control and the state of mind of the troops. They said that their 
armies included many Germans from East Prussia and eastern Germany 
whose will to fight had been stiffened by the Soviet occupation of 
their home areas. These troops, they explained, felt that they 
h8d already lost everything, and preferred to stay on and fight. 

Although neither Westphal nor Blaskowitz made definite 
suggestions, th°y appeared to be working with Kesselring, and to 
be approaching the point where they mieht discuss, on purely mil¬ 
itary lines, the opening up of the Western and Italian Fronts. 
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Von Neurath declared that he would report the results of this con¬ 


versation to Kesselring. 

On 24 February, the OSS representative in Caserta re¬ 
ported that AFHQ was interested in obtaining authentic confirma¬ 
tion of Kesselring's disposition to negotiate with the Allies. 
AFHQ felt that if Kesselring wished to dispatch an emissary with 
an official message, he could find means to do so. 

On 2 March, Standartenfuehrer Dollman, who has in the 
past claimed that he represented Kesselring, Rahn, Wolff, and 
Harster, made indirect contact with the OSS representative in 
Bern, and promised to return on 8 March with credentials and 


definite proposals. It was suggested to Dollman that he bring 
with him an important Italian partisan leader, then held as 
prisoner, as evidence of his good faith and ability to act. 

On 8 March, General Wolff and a German High Command 
representative, presumably from Kesselring*s staff, arrived in 
Lugano, allegedly prepared to make definite commitments in re¬ 
gard to terminating German resistance in Italy. Wolff was ac¬ 
companied by his military expert, Sturmbandfuehrer Wenner; by 
an Italian intermediary, Baron Pirelli; by Standartenfuehrer 
Dollman; and by the latter's aide, Zimmern. As evidence of his 
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good faith, Dollman brought along Ferruccio Parri, chief of the 
North Italian Patriots Unified Coomand. General V.'olff also 
brought with him * , a forcer OSS agent in Milan. 

Both of these men, who were in good health, were delivered un¬ 
conditionally to the OSS representative. Neither of them was 
aware of the reason for his release. 

The OSS representative consented to see only Wolff, 
who came to the forrier's apartrrent with a Swiss intermediary 
on the evening of 8 March. The OSS representative end an asso¬ 
ciate, a former German Consul in Zurich, then talked with Wolff 
alone. The forcer Consul later saw Wolff and Dollman together. 

Wolff stated to the OSS representative that the tine 
had come when some German with power to act should lead Germany 
out of the war. He said he was willing to act and felt he could 
persuade Kesselring to cooperate, and that the two controlled 
the situation in North Italy. As far as the SS is concerned, 
Wolff stated that he also controls Western Austria, since his 
authority includes the Vorarlberg, Tyrol, and the Brenner Pass 
with both its northern and southern approaches. Wolff declared 
that joint action by Kesselring and himself would leave Hitler 
and Himmler powerless to take such effective counter-measures 
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as were employed in the 20 July crisis. Also, Wolff feels that 
joint action by Kesselring and himself would have a vital reper¬ 
cussion on the German Army, particularly on the Western Front, 
since many Generals are only waiting for someone to take the 
lead. Wolff made no request concerning his personal safety or 
privileged treatment from the war criminal viewpoint. 

Wolff envisaged the folloning procedures to bring about 

action: 


(1) He would meet Kesselring during the week-end of 
10 March in order to obtain a definite commitment to joint ac¬ 
tion. Wolff says he has had the closest possible personal re¬ 
lations with Kesselring for several years, and indicated that 
Kesselring's problem was to reconcile such action with his oath 
of allegiance. Wolff, however, believes Kesselring can be won 
over to see the senselessness of the struggle and to admit that 
his duty to the German people is higher than that to the Fuehrer. 

(2) With Kesselring, Wolff will draft an appeal to be 
signed by themselves, Rahn, and others. The appeal will set 
forth the uselessness of the struggle and the signers' responsi¬ 
bility to the German people to end it, will call on military 
commanders in particular and Germans in general to disassociate 
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Germans in North Italy are ending hostilities. 

(3) Wolff will make preparations to get this message 
to the German people and military commanders via radio and wire¬ 
less. 

(4) Provided Kesselring is won over, Wolff believes 
that he and Kesselring would come secretly to Switzerland within 
the week to meet Allied military men and coordinate purely mili¬ 
tary surrender moves with the appeal. Apparently no one on Kes- 
selring's immediate staff is suited to represent him for this 
purpose, his chief of staff not yet having been acquainted with 
the plan. 

Wolff is prepared to demonstrate further his ability 
to act by (1) discontinuing active warfare against Italian par-, , 
tisans; (2) releasing to Switzerland several hundred Jews in¬ 
terned at Bolzano; (3) assuming full responsibility for the 
safety of the 350 British and American prisoners who have not 
been sent on to Germany from North Italy; (4) releasing to 
Switzerland, if he can be found, 1A t,tp r n* p«n» ^ Italian P a " 
triot working with CLHAI and the British (whose release is par¬ 
ticularly desired by Parri); (5) facilitating as much as possible 




- 6 - 



\ 



themselves from Hiraraler-Hitler control, and will state that the 
Germans in North Italy are ending hostilities. 

(3) Wolff will make preparations to get this message 
to the German people and military commanders via radio and wire¬ 
less. 

(4) Provided Kesselring is won over, Wolff believes 
that he and Kesselring would cone secretly to Switzerland within 
the week to meet Allied military men and coordincte purely mili¬ 
tary surrender moves with the appeal. Apparently no one on Kes- 
selring's immediate staff is suited to represent him for this 
purpose, his chief of staff not yet having been acquainted with 
the plan. 

Wolff is prepared to demonstrate further his ability 
to act by (1) discontinuing active warfare against Italian par¬ 
tisans; (2) releasing to Switzerland several hundred Jews in-* 
terned at Bolzano; (3) assuming full responsibility for the 
safety of the 350 British and American prisoners who have not 
been sent on to Germany from North Italy; (4) releasing to 
Switzerland, if he can be found, ., an Italian pa¬ 

triot working with CL’IAI and the British (whose release is par¬ 
ticularly desired by Parri); (5) facilitating as much as possible 
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the return to North Italy of Italian officers presently held in 
Germany who might be useful in the post-hostilities period. 

Wolff said he welcomed von Neurath's help in the peace 
negotiations since he feels that von Neurnth has considerable in¬ 
fluence on Kesselring. Wolff said he would invite von Neurath 
to join him in Italy on 10 March. 

Wolff claimed that Himmler knows nothing of his pres¬ 
ent activities. He saw Himmler and Hitler early in February and 
advised them of the general hopelessnesc of the Italian situa¬ 
tion, but received no definite instructions. 

* The OSS representative made no commitments, merely 

listening to Wolff's presentation and stating, rith no refuta¬ 
tion from Wolff, that unconditional surrender was the only pos¬ 
sible course. 

Meanwhile, General Alexander has outlined to Marshal 
* Brooke the procedure which AFHQ proposes to follow, including a 
plan for two senior staff officers to go to Switzerland to neet 
with German representatives. Apparently Alexander has furnished 
this inforration to Brooke as a natter of courtesy end will go 
ahead on his own initiative, although he will cooperate if Lon¬ 
don wishes to send other people to the meeting. OSS has been 
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directed to subnit a plan to carry out all necessary steps, in¬ 
cluding arrangements for a Swiss meeting-place, and for trans¬ 
portation to and from that place to the French-Swiss border. In 
addition, OSS will be called upon to provide communications, 
clerical assistance (including interpreters), and all necessary 
safeguards for the security of the discussions. The OSS repre¬ 
sentative in Bern, in conjunction with the representative at 
Caserta, have undertaken to make all these arrangements. OSS 
is withholding all these plans from the German representatives 
until directed by AFHQ to suggest a date for the meeting. 

William J. Ponoven 
Director 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 

13 March 1945 


Miss Grace Tully 
The White House 

Dear Grace: 

I believe the President will be 
Interested in the enclosed memorandum, containing 
Information forwarded by the OSS representative In 
Caserta. Will you kindly see that It reaches his 
desk? Thank you. 

Sincerely yours. 



William J. Donovan 
Director 


Enclosure. 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC S 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 

13 March 1945 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

The following information, transmitted by the OSS 
representative in Caserta, was obtained from a well-informed 
Rumanian Communist: 

The new NDF Government is weak and may not last long. 
It will not be able to live up to its promises of a quick solu¬ 
tion to the basic economic and social problems; it could succeed 
only with Soviet aid, and it is uncertain whether the Russians 
are willing to provide Rumania with the necessary industrial 
and agricultural machinery. According to reliable information, 
the informant says, wholesale liquidation of political opponents 
will not take place during the coming weeks; in fact, even the 
needed purge of Fascists may not take place. 

With regard to the events leading to the forma¬ 
tion of the new Government, the informant thinks the Russians 
were forced to interfere because the Left had committed so many 
errors and because the Anglo-Americans continued to support Maniu 
and the historical parties. The latter threatened Russian pres¬ 
tige vis-a-vis the Anglo-Americans, and the Russians were thus 
forced to insist on a Government such as Groza had formed. 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 


14 ^arch 1345 * 


Miss Drace Tully 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Grace: 

I believe the President will be interested 
in the attached report. Will you kindly see that 
it reaches his desk. 

Thank you. 


Sincerely, 

Willian J. Donovan 
Director 


Attachnont 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES UUNT 

March 1345 

MEMORANDUM FOR TITS PRSIDHfT 



The following report on the organization of labor in 
Yugoslavia has been submitted by an observer who was in 
that country during the last month: 

Organized labor was a negligible factor in pre-war 
Yugoslavia and has remained so during the present war. 
Before the war, industrial workers numbered only sane 
650,000, or about four and one-half percent of the total 
population. Independent labor organizations, distrusted 
and persecuted by the pre-war governments, were numerically 
weak, torn by factional and political disput.es, inefficient 
and poor. During the present war industrial labor — con¬ 
centrated in the principal cities and hence more readily 
supervised—was rigidly controlled, thoroughly exploited 
and drafted in large numbers for forced labor in 'Termany, 
and so contributed little to the National Liberation Move¬ 
ment. For the first few months after the liberation of 


Belgrade the Provisional Government made little effort to win 
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labor support. On the contrary, many of the general 
economic measures adopted during this period, such as 
the establishment of a maxiaii" wage, alienated the working 
classes. 

It was not to be expected, however, that organization 
and alignment of this element of the pojxilation would con¬ 
tinue to be neglected by the present governing group which 
includes many long-time students of the problems and poten¬ 
tialities of labor. Within the past month considerable 
attention has been devoted to labor questions. 

These efforts culminated in the creation of a new 
organization, entitled "The United Labor Syndicates", formed 
at meetings held in Belgrade from 23 to 26 January 194-5- 
Prominent among the Darticipants were representatives of the 
two principal pre-war labor organizations, i.e., the United 
Alliance of Labor Syndicates and General Alliance of Labor 
Syndicates. 

Although its declared aims differ but little from those 
long advocated by previous, independent Jugoslav labor blocs, 
the United Labot Syndicates is distinguished from its 


predecessors by its government support, its centralized 
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union of all syndicates, its closely integrated structure, 
and its appeal to all wage earners — agricultural laborers, 
clerks, government employees, intellectuals, and industrial 
workers alike. 

Structure of the New Movement 

In its hierarchy of nov/er, its representative charac¬ 
teristics, and regional features, the organization of the 
United Labor Syndicates bears a close resemblance to the 
structure of the National Liberation committees, the 
National Youth Alliance and other monolithic institutions 
of the new Yugoslavia. 

The new labor unions will be organized verticd. ly. 
.lorkers of every plant with a minimum of thirty employees, 
in exceptional cases fifteen employees, will be organized 
into a union (podruznica). Ali. the unions of the same traue 
will be represented in regional trade alliances, centralized 
in the capitals of the 3ix federal units. There will be 
tv/enty-one besic trade alliances differentiated by the type 
of work performed. ?or exanole, the workers of the Iron 
and Steel Works in Zenica will have their own union, em¬ 
bracing all employees regardless of the specialized nature 
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of their work. This union, in turn, will be a member of 
the alliance of unions of metallurgical workers for the 
federal unit of 3osnie and Hercegovina. These regional 
alliances will then be represented in e central alliance 
for all Yugoslavia. 

At the same time, in each of the federal units, there 
will be created a regional committee of the united syndi¬ 
cates, in which all the various trede alliances will be 
represented. All the regional committees of the united 
trade unions will, in turn, be represented in a central 
alliance of the united syndicates ytich will cover all Yugo¬ 
slavia. 

White collar workers, employees of government end 


private firms, are encouraged to organize unions of their 
trades to fit into the general pattern. Similarly, some 
300,000 agricultural workers, mostly sharecronpers, untouched 
by social legislation in pre-war Yugoslavia, will be organ¬ 
ized into their own syndicates Yti ich will enjoy the same 
rights as other labor syndicates. 
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Aims 

Tne general aims of the new organization Were stated 
by the conference to be: the maintenance of factory disci¬ 
pline to prevent sabotage of the war effort, the improvement 
of working class living conditions, and the establishment of 
relations and cooperation with the labor movement in Allied 
countries. The conference devoted considerable attention 
to means of ameliorating the social and economic conditions 
of the workers. Suggested measures included creation of 
consumers* cooperatives to furnish workers with groceries 
and other supplies at minimum orices, introduction of a fixed 
wage scale, and the instituion of free medical treatment for 
laborers.* 

According to the list of subjects upon which the labor 
conference requested legislation, the more immediate end 
specific aims of the organization include the inauguration 
of an eight-hour day at the conclusion of the present war 
emergency, obligatory collective bargaining, provisions for 
the protection of mothers, children, and adolescents, and 
the introduction of hygienic working conditions. 
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Comment, 

The employers, disturbed in advance by authoritative 
intimations concerning future employer-employee relations, 
have received the new labor organization and its proposals 
for social legislation -with fear and growing discontent. 

The entire situation, clouded by the vague statements of the 
new labor leaders and the lack of clear-cut government 
oronounceinents, is still to be cleared and adequately defined. 

It should be borne in mind that all the decisions at the 
Belgrade conference about social legislation, supervision 
of production, and nationalization of medicine do not have 
the effect of lav/s or decrees but are suggestions and proposals. 
Although it is expected that the government will grant large 
concessions to labor, it can hardly be expected that the 
interests of industrialists will be denied consideration and 
some protection. Experience has shown that in all the fac¬ 
tories in which the National Committee has installed its own 
commissions to manage work, production has lagged consider¬ 
ably behind that in plants managed by owners. In several 
instances, the National Committee has withdrawn its commissions 
and authorized the ovrners to resume control. 
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Tae workers, confused and financially insecure, have 
shown no pronounced enthusiasm for the new movement. The 
Provisional Sovernaent has made several mistakes in handling 
lebor. During November and December when National Liberation 
fronts were created in every factory, workers were warned 
time and time again that their contributions in the struggle 
against the occupying forces had been and continued to be 
meager. Although it is true that labor was poorly represented 
m the national Liberation Movement, such criticism merely 
antagonized the workers who have been only partially appeased 
by the recent efforts of Partisan leaders to glorify the part 
that labor has played in'the fight against fascism. 

Further, throughout November and December workers employed 
in plants managed by specially appointed commissions received 
virtually no pay. If the Partisans expected that sheer en¬ 
thusiasm would be sufficient to keep up production, they badly 
miscalculated. Not only did production decrease, but the 
enthusiasm for the new scheme of things began to die out in 
general. 

Sweeping mobilization measures have also been shown to 
be in error, fhe production of coal badly needed by industry 
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has. for example, greatly decreased, among other reasons 
because mine laborers had been drafted for service at the 
front, fhe authorities are now endeavoring to rectify this 
mistake by demobilizing all miners and workers in essential 
industries. In this, as in the other instances mentioned 
above, however, the trial-and-error method adopted by the 
Provisional Joveranent in its relations with labor has annoyed 
and bewildered the workers. In order to secure whole-hearted 
labor support, it is considered that it will be necessary for 
the authorities to pay close attention to the economic position 
of the workers and to undertake the implementation of labor*s 
most immediate social aims. 




'VX-v^—' 

William J. Donovan 
Director 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 


H March 1945 




Mies Grace Tully 
The White House 

Dear Grace: 

I am enclosing the latest radiotele¬ 
phone report from our Bern representative, which I 
think the President will find interesting. Will you 
be good enough to see that it reaches him? Thank you 

Sincerely yours, 

William J. Donovan 
Director 

Enclosure. 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 


U March 1945 



n rpT Dir T r n 

-rrrb I ntl l rth- 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

Enclosed for your information is a copy of 
the latest radiotelephone message from our represen¬ 
tative in Bern, giving the impressions of a German 
official, recently arrived in Bern after a 24-hour 
trip from Berlin by auto, concerning the efficacy of 
the German reduit. 

. 

William J. Donovan 
Director 

Enclosure. 
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A Oemn official, who arrived here my recently from Berlin 
Aft*r a twenty-four-hour trip by auto, gore us hi* Impressions u 
followai 

no said ho did not boliovo In tho efficacy of tho rodult and 
did not think that the Oorwsn population would giro aufflolont support ' 
to guerrilla warfare to make It worth while. The mass of tho population, 
he la oonvlnoed, 1 * worn out and hat only the wish that the war should 
oone to an end. lie remarked that a few weeks ago the Ocremnant 1 a policy 
of evacuation of populations has been ©hanged. In the Vest, these popul¬ 
ations will bo left behind the retreating troops, while In the Bast, the 
evacuation will oontlnuo. This change has boen mado boos use there Is no 
plaoe to aoocsonodsto populations from both fronts. Already the center of 
, tornany is crowded to tho breaking point. In the East, of forts will oon- 
, tinue to be made to evaouato populations booauso of tho Russian do ports- 
tion polioy and booause thore u is boon a nunber of lnotonoeo of mis¬ 
handling of olvlllsns. 

he statod that, along tho linos of this policy, olvlllan admini¬ 
strative off loee. Insofar ss they aro not oona^iouous Y+z is, rill rotas in 
with the olvlllan population In the '.rest. .* o expressed the opinion tliat 
the attltudo of these pooplo rill be corroot and oooporatlvo Insofar ss 
maintaining ordor and routlno exist.*noo ren»;lromonta aro oonoornod. 

Vm also stated tliot, whllo plana have l>een made to move a tin In 1 - 
stratlvo organisations of* ti e toman Oovomnont fron itorlln to Contra! 
tonneny, very few offices, exoept parts of tho Air Ministry and War ITlnl- 
etry, have os yet loft. The Foreign Offloe Is at 111 at the WUholnstrasao. 
In splto of booblags, recent attacks have been largely-towards the East 
of the city, tho looal transportation ays tew Amotions, and Dari In is 
still distinctly tlio con tor of tho oountrv. 






OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 


U March 1945 


Miss Grace Tully 
The White House 

Dear Grace: 

The President will probably be inter¬ 
ested in the enclosed message from our representative 
in Caserta. I will appreciate your seeing that it 
reaches his desk. 

Sincerely yours, 

William J. Donovan 
Director 


Enclosure. 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 


U March 1945 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDE: 

Politika (9 March) carried a statement by Milan Grol, 
Vice Premier of the new Yugoslav Government, in which Grol 

(1) insists on the continued independent existence of the Demo¬ 
cratic Party /of which he is a member7 ("We Democrats are not 
making any compromise with the Communist program, although we 
agree with them on that which is vital in a constructive sense."); 

(2) asks for evolution rather than revolution; (3) stresses the 
need for stability inside Yugoslavia so that foreign assistance 
can be obtained; and (4) makes a plea for toleration. The Yugo¬ 
slavs cannot solve their problems by exterminating one another, 
Grol declares. He also announces his Party's agreement to Mace¬ 
donian autonomy, but urges the Government to make sure that Pan- 
Serb chauvinism is not replaced by an equally harmful chauvinism 
of another brand. 


Competent observers state that Grol, by deploring 
Macedonian chauvinism, by emphasizing his Party's independence, 
and by pleading for tolerance toward non-Partisans, has made a 
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strong bid for the support of those Serbs whose opposition to 
the Partisans is constructive rather than intransigent. Grol, 
who has never attacked the King, is considered to be still a 
monarchist. 

Borba and Politika , in official editorials on the 
new Government, emphasize the unity, permanence and superior 
qualities of what both papers call "the best Government Yugo¬ 
slavia has ever had." 




William J. Donovan 
Director 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 


14 March 1945 

Mi88 Grace Tully 
White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Grace: 

I think the President will be interested in 
seeing the attached memorandum. 

Will you please see that it reaches his desk. 
Thank you, 

William’J. Donovan 
Director 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 

U March 1945 





MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDEIiT 


During the recent civil war in Greece approximately * 
1,000 British prisoners were located in ELAS territory by 
OSS personnel who, with the consent of the British and 
American authorities concerned, helped them first to obtain 
greatly needed food and clothing, and thereafter to return 
to British territory in an exchange of prisoners. Since the 
ELAS had been unable to give them proper care, many of these 
prisoners were in bad physical condition and required prompt 
evacuation. Despite difficulties of travel and negotiation, 
the entire operation was completed in ten days. 

An important part of this work was performed by OSS 
personnel originally parachuted into Greece long before the 
German withdrawal to operate a hospital and distribute medi¬ 
cal supplies in ELAS territory. The first information , • 
concerning the British prisoners wa3 received from the OSS 
station at Lamia where, with the assent of ELAS, a sergeant 
had made available to the prisoners the meager stocks of 
food and clothing ana even given up all of his own clothes 
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In Athens this information was relayed 

.—■CONTROL 



through Allied limitary Liaison to the British, who delivered 
to OSS a truck-load of clothing and medical supplies with a 
request to distribute them at Lamia and an authorization to 
arrange, if possible, for an exchange of prisoners. 

Leaving Athens on 14 January, three OSS officers drove 
that day to within 30 kilometers of Lamia, passing at one time 
through cross-fire between the Anaartes and the British. Since 
the road had been blown up, they were obliged to continue on 
foot the following day. At Lamia they learned the prisoners 
had been withdrawn to the north. On 16 January they found 
26 British prisoners in a hospital at Larissa, and radioed 
to Athens a request for additional supplies to be delivered 
by air. The supplies were dropped at Larissa airdrome on the 
morning of 18 January, and distribution was thereupon made to 
the prisoners. 

On the same day the OSS officers met the ELAS Central 
Committee at Trikkala. There they persuaded the Central Com¬ 
mittee to inform them of the location of the camp at which 
the main body of prisoners was being held and to allow CSS 
personnel and comunications to be established at that camp 
to arrange further aerial supply deliveries. ELAS consented 
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to these operations on condition that the RAF planes would 
fly unarmed and drop no propaganda. As a result of these 
arrangements 15 supply drops were made to the prison camp in 
the next few days. 

When an exchange of prisoners was mentioned the Central 
Committee was at first reluctant but finally agreed to negoti¬ 
ate if the OSS officers would act as intermediaries. Together 
with two ELAS representatives the OSS party returned to Athens 
on the night of 19 January. A difficult situation arose when 
the British insisted on guarding the ELAS representatives, 
instead of allowing them to remain in OSS custody as had been 
promised. Nevertheless an agreement was reached on 20 January 
for an exchange of prisoners to be made at Volos. At the 
request of the British and with the approval of the U. S. 
ambassador and the U. S. Section of Allied Military Liaison, 

OSS agreed to arrange for the evacuation after securing 
plenary authority in writing from the British commander-in¬ 
chief. Similar authorization was obtained on 22 January from 
the British commander at Voles, who gave his promise, for 
transmission to the ELAS, that the British side of the exchange 
would be expedited. The approval of the International Red 


Cross was also received. 
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On 23 January the OSS party of three officers entered 
ELAS territory with a British convoy of fifty trucks and 
nine ambulances. Two of the 033 officers proceeded to 
Trikkala and made final arrangements with the SLAS Central 
Committee. After guiding the convoy to within ten kilometers 
of the main camp, they traveled the remaining distance by 
jeep, across fields and along river beds. The prisoners were 
thereupon led out to the convoy. Carts were obtained to 
carry out the sick and wounded, with the jeeps used to expe¬ 
dite the movement. Meanwhile the third member of the OSS 
party had arranged for aerial evacuation of the prisoners in 
the hospital at Larissa, but after preparations had been made 
for use of the air field the olan was abandoned. Those 
prisoners were therefore taken out by ambulance, together 
with a dozen Germans whom the ELAS were willing to turn over 
to the British. The convoy reached Volos at 0^)0 on 24 Ja'nu- 

f 

ary, tw> days earlier than the 3ritish had expected. At the 
same time the KLA3 prisoners had begun to arrive from British 
territory. 



William J. Donovan 
Director 


OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 


14 March 1945 


Hiss Grace Tully 
The White House 
nashington, D. C. 

Dear Grace: 

I think the attached memo¬ 
randum will be of interest to the Presi¬ 
dent. Will you please see that it reaches 
his desk. 

Thank you. 


Sincerely, 

William J. Donovan 
Director 


Attachment 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERYICI 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 

U Uarch 1945 


I^URaNUM r\)d THB PR ^1 DENT 


The following is a summary of a stiidy made by our 
Research Group on Russia's Food Consumption and Nutritional 
Levels: 


1. The military success of the Soviet Union 
in this war has been founded upon the maintenance 
of the working efficiency of all elements of the 
population contributing to the war effort. Judged 
from the standpoint of caloric content, diversity 
of foods, and provision of proteins, fats, carbo- 


aydrates, minerals and vitamins, the food provided 
Red Army men, essential war production workers, 
and most of the farm population has been adequate 
to maintain nealtn end to permit efficient per¬ 
formance of required tasks. Children, too, have 
fared relatively satisfactorily during the war, 
except for a major calcium deficiency, resulting 
from silorta 3^ Jailk* and some lack 
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of vitamins A and D. Less essential workers.and 
adults not directly engaged in the war effort 
(housewives, the sick, the aged, crippled, etc.) 
have fared poorly and borne the brunt of food 
shortages so that widespread malnutrition probably 
exists among these two groups. 

2. The most favored group in the Soviet popu¬ 
lation is the Red army whose members receive food 
allowances which are fully comparable in many res¬ 
pects to those of the American army, after allowance 

made for the differences in national food habits. 
Both combat and rear echelon troops are allotted 
food equivalent to more than 4.000 calories daily. 
Their diet includes a wide variety of vegetables, 
as weil as satisfactory amounts of meat, fish, ftte, 
oils, and sugar, nil available evidence indicates 
tnat official ration schedules have generally been 
met. Sporadic nonfulfillment has been caused by 
transport difficulties. 

3. In the main the farm population has been 
well fed, despite heavy government demands for food 
to feed troops and the urban population. Compared 
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to the relatively prosperous levels of rural con¬ 
sumption prevalent in 1927, 1943/44 farm consump¬ 
tion of major foods has been lowered relatively 
little except in the cases of sugar and meat, wnich 
are traditionally less important in the peasant diet 
than grain, potatoes, fats, and oils. iVhat food is- 
tre3s has occurred among the farm population has been 
largely confined to areas wnich before the war special¬ 
ized in non-food crops, and wnich have therefore had 
the most difficult adjustment to make as the result 
of general cessation of government inter-regional 
grain shipments for the civilian population. 

4. Feeding levels vary widely among the dif¬ 
ferent groups in the urban’population. These dif¬ 
ferences nave resulted primarily from the differential 
rationing system instituted at the beginning of the 
war to regulate the distribution of the bulk of the 
food received by city dwellers. The highest food 
allowances are received by those who contribute most 
directly to war production and have tne greatest energy 
expenditure, while less essential and less active 
groups receive smaller rations. Children's rations 
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are based largely on thar special physiological needs. 
When the official food allowances cannot be fully 
honored because of shortages, war workers are usually 
most favored in tne distribution of available supplies. 
Many war workers also benefit from institutional feeding 
in war plants. Supplementary food not subject to the 
ration system is available to urbanites from the large 
number of family "victory gardens," as well as from 
farmers' markets and special government food stores in 
many cities, but the last two are only of minor sig¬ 
nificance because the high prices prevailing in them 
restrict their patronage. 

5- Taking all the above factors into account, it 
is estimated that the best fed category of urbanites — 
essential war workers — received during 1943/44 a 
diet providing daily an average of over 3»000 calories 
in most cases, iliscelleneous and less essential war 
workers probably consumed an average of about 2,500 
calories daily, while minor white collar employees 
and children averaged about l, 50 d calories daily. 

Adult dependents (nousewives, the aged, the sick, 
etc.) are the poorest fed group and probably averaged 
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little more than 1,000 calories daily per capita. 
The severity of the impact of these sharply differ¬ 
ent consumption levels is softened somewhat by 
sharing of food by individuals in different ration 
categories wno oolong to the sane family. 

6. Respite the differential feeding system 
outlined above, the diet of all urban groups in the 
USSR - including the highest ration category - has 
deteriorated appreciably during the war as compared 
with prewar levels, a measure of the quantitative 
reduction in food consumption is provided by the 
fact that tne average caloric intake of an urban 
person during 1943/44 was only about l,d00*calories 
os compared with over 2 , 50 J calories in the year 
before the Nazi invasion. Qualitatively, the oity 
dwellers diet has suffered t*>st from the sharp 
drop in the availability of the major non-grain 
foods: meat, diry products, sugar fats, and oils. 
'Accept for sugar, these are essential because they 
suoply animal proteins, vitamins, and minerals which 
are not to be obtained from bread and cereals, the 


foods °°mprising the bulk of uroanites* consumption. 
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The extent to wnich any particular individual has 
suffered from the consequences of this quantitative 
and qualitative dietary deterioration has been 
largely determined by the ration cetegory to which 
he belongs. 

7. When both the caloric content of the diet 
and the diversity and balance of the foods composiig 
it are compared with the physiological requirements 
of the individuals in each ration category, the con¬ 
clusion is justified that practically all war work®, 
both in the first and second ration categories, and 
most children receive sufficient food to maintain 
health and efficiency. 3ven after family snaring is 
taken into account as a mitigating circumstance, it 
is clear tnat most adult dependents and less essential 


white collar workers, as well as snail numbers of 
persons in other c ategories - all of wnich groups 
probably aggregate about 40 percent of the total 
urban population - do not receive adequate food, with 
the result that malnutrition is prevalent among them. 
’Sven in the case of the best fed categories of ur¬ 
banites, however, e greater quantity of food and in¬ 
creased diversity of diet, with emphasis unon 
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iiiIliac J. i)onovan 
Director 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 
WASHINGTON. D. C. 

15 March 1945 


Miss Grace Tully 
The White House 

Dear Grace: 

The enclosed memorandum contains intel¬ 
ligence, forwarded by our Bern representative, which I 
believe will interest the President. Will you be good 
enough to see that it reaches his desk? Thank you. 

Sincerely yours, 

William J. Donovan 
Director 


Enclosure. 
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OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 



15 March 1945 




MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT: 

The following information, obtained from a reliable 
source with contacts among high Nazi Party leaders, has been 
transmitted by the OSS representative in Bern: 

Source states that Field Marshal von Rundstedt is 
being retained as nominal commander of the German forces in 


the West, while Field Marshal Model (last reported as com¬ 
mander of Army Group "B" on the central sector of the Western 
Front) is directing operations and issuing all essential or¬ 
ders which von Rundstedt is required to sign without dispute. 
The following reasons are advanced by source for this situation: 


(1) Von Rundstedt vigorously opposed an order from 
Hitler's headquarters to carry out a last-ditch defense of the 
left bank of the Rhine. 

(2) Von Pundstedt is willing to accept the humilia¬ 
tion of having his subordinate direct operations in order to 
protect his family from Himmler's SD, which is openly opposed 
to him. His wife, Louise von Goetz, and their son Gert, alleg¬ 
edly were implicated in the 20 July plot, and a cousin of his 
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wife reportedly was executed for participation in the plot. 

Source declares that Model has promoted Hans Krebs 
.(last reported as Model's Chief of Staff for Army Group "B") 
to the rank of full General of Infantry, and has made him 
Chief of Staff for the Western Command. 

/GSS WASHINGTON COMMENT: Krebs thus apparently re¬ 
places Generalleutnant Siegfried Westphal, last reported as 
Rundstedt's Chief of Staff in the West. Attention is invited 
to our memorandum dated 26 February 1945, which may suggest 
other reasons for Westphal's reported replacement^? 



William J. Donovan 
Director 
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